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CHRISTIAN 
WHICH IS 
A porn 7 kindled and __ from the Love 
of Chriſt , and moſt naturally diſcovereth its Origi- 
nal, by the purity, integrity and fervency of its 
motion, in loye to its fellow-partners 

inthe ſame life, | 
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Briefly diſplayed in this its peculiar and 
L Aye ſtrain of Face ner 
As alſo ſome few Catechiftical Queſtions 
concerning the way of Salvation by 
CHRIST. 


ES 
Together with a Poſt-ſcript about Religion. 
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By Is aacPs Exnan6N; (junior) Eſa;.. 


| John 13. 34+ 35- 
A new Commandment F give unto you , That ye love 
one another, as 1 have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another - | ; , 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples , if ye 
have love one to another. 
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Printed by Fohn Macock, for Lodowick Lloyd , and 
Henry Cripps, and are to be ſold at their (hop in Popes- 
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thn. aL. SO CNA Sod if things is 

=p id, 1d thoſe Binds which appear 
he. in their greateſt worth and excet- 
 /:ficty are but wils to that F- 7 
J wherein lieth our happineſs. f- 


ſerable were the eſtate of man, 
ronld ht enter into that e wt 
life which he deſiveth 4 Jour 

to enjoy ; but more miſerable is his condition, in that he is 
ot only fallen ſhort of that lory which Fa ſa- 
tisfatfory in God, but of that glory which belongs to 


him to adore and ſolace himſelf in, in his eſtate ant 


condition.” All Truth is a ſhadow except the laft, ex- 
cept the utmoſt: yet every Truth is true in its kind. 
It is ſubtance in its own place, though it be but 4 
ſhadow in another place, (for it is but a reflettion from 


P ” 


an inrenſer ſubitance :)\ and the ſhadow i& # trac ſha- 


dow, as the ſubiance ts 4 triie ſubHance. But this 1s” 


the exceeding great miſery of man, he metts not with 
Truth either in (bit ance oy ſhadow , but ( that which 
the world: is full of ) vanity, a be , a* fiction of his 
own heart and tht Devils, in imitation of the Truth of 
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eating 


j light ſbineth, we ſhall all ſee where we 


Tho ſhall be found able to ſtand before : 


| the ri Fon 2 
| true fete and life of God is ſown, and in whom doth it truly 
ſpring up and oot forth ? 4 to k. 
; Surely if ever there was need of provoking one ano- 
| ther to love and good works, ne [ve i now proper : 
Religion is grown ſo outward, and hath ſpread forth into 
ſech various forms, pleaſing it ſelf ſomuch in that dreſ 
which it moſt affets , that the inward ſubſtantial part, 
Viz. the life and power of it, i almoſt loſt in the varieties 
ſhapes and ſhadow : The excreſcencies of Religion are 
ecome ſo exuberant, that the vigor of it is much drawn 
from the heart, I profeſs I can hardly blame men for 
. growing-out of love with a. both it and the Pro- 
feſſors of it being grown ſo unlike what it and they once 
were, and ſtill pretend tobe. The worth of Religion con- 
ſoſteth not in a name or Peaſe ies » but in ſuch 4 life, 
power , righteouſneſs and holineſs as the ſpirit of man , 
with all the art and ſtrength of man , cannot attain, 
Where this is and appears in truth, it will gain eſteem in 
4 the ſpirits , hearts and conſciences of men ;, whereas a 
! name and profeſſion of Religion, falling ſhort of the trath 
+ and ſubitance of that common righteou (neſs and good-will 
Es which 


The Preface, 
which is found inwan;" cannot\ but moſt deſervedly become 
a reproach; Love; true love, the love of Chriſt (ſown 
ſpringing wp)" i the life of true Rel gion; which 4d 
it 1s like the love in Chriſt,” ſo it will appear and att like 
it. . Thu love being of a deep intenſe and moſt pure na- 
rare, goeth forth with "mighty ſtrength and entirenef, to- 
wards the fountain of life from which it ' came , and to- 
wards all' the branchings forth of this life into ſuch as are 
changed and renewed by it : nay it extends it ſelf to all 
men, even the greateſt enemies, wp ing them that curſe, 
and wiſhing well to them that uſe the ſubjetts of it inthe 
moſt deſpightful manner ;, nay to all creatures, exper 
# % n ſnecn » meekneſs, tenderneſs ;pity, mercifu neſ, 
and in what way elſe ſoever it can vent it ſelf in doing good 
20 any ſorts of things, perſons or creatures, This love in 
its way of atting (according to the pattern) to the houſhold 
Tac is in part here deſcribed and expoſed for the view 


of ſuch as =9 ſtand in need of ſuch an help, and ſhall find 
earts to make uſe cf it, 

And now Sirs, ye that profeſs Chriſtianity, look to your 
Jes Watch and keep your garments cloſe about you, 
eſt the Lord diſcover your jvm » and men ſee your 
ſhame, Little do ye think what the Lord is in doing. 
This great noiſe which ye have heard is not for nothing. 
Life rs ſunk into the root : The branches are withered, and 
a purifying fire will not now ſerve the turn, God, as he 
can embrace where it may ſeem impoſs1ble, even that which 
was utterly caſt off and loſt fo ever 3 ſo he can throw away 
that which ſeemeth ſaved, he can caſt off that which ſcemet4 
united to him in alink of perpetuity : God can both raij 
up from among the ſtones children unto Abraham, cau- 
fe them t0 ſit down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob rg 
. A 3 the 
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type or ſhadow, and food upon #ther\ terms. 


The Preface. 
ow our. the childrdy of \v 


lik 
uſt them out of thay Kingdonh wh 


h Ee dren paſſe 0m 4 parks 7 
primer of this alread cw the ews, take bred of itthe ſe 
cond time. But ye will ſoy, the natural people wert but x 


| n the ſpiri- 
tual ſeed did, and therefore that might very well befall 
them which cannot \befall\ theſe. This ts verytrae tn'is 


felf, theark not true As it ts underftord and applyed. They 


are not the ſpiritual "_ which account hg fo, bus 
thoſe whom God maketh ſa y__ generating verine of his 
own Spirit, and. yet thoſe. that- axe the: ſpiritnel ſard (or 
rather they in whom the {piritual ſeed is.) may fall in. 1heir 
earl ation, and fo loſe: that life' aud freetneſs which 
they had in their v2. ' But I [ball not at #his time 
4 (prte the caſe, All that 1 jhall-now ſay fo you rs, 00k f# 
your feet, Look to-your ftanding, Look well 13 the Rock 
whereupon ye bottom your Soulsy, and. took that ye be well 
bottomed on that Rock, leſt either your bott ons fail" ander 
yo ar the boifterouſneſs of awind ye have not yer been 
acquainted with, ſhake you from it.. He whois not well 
reated in the Truth, mayeafily be ous from the Trath': 
and. he whoſe root 15 not good will. certainly be cut dowy' 
rcot and. all, when the Ax ts layd to him. If the Loyd 
have 4 time topluck up what be bienſelf hath planted,” to 
break down what he himſelf hath baits,. alas what will be- 
come of the plantations and fabricks of man” in his 
own. ſpirit, when. the. Lord: ſhalk, corte: 10 deal. with" hins ! 
0 Sis, Look to-your ſelves,: LovÞ: to your Life," Look to 
your Salvation; Look to your Pappeneſs:,' Look to Jour 
Crown. Think of that aulvice winch was evvers to\ the 
Ge:tiles upon this very confidtr atron;\' mhexenth 3. ſhylb 


conclude 


The Preface. 


conclude this Preface : By Nor Hi cu-Minpep, 
(Be not over-conceited of the excellency of your own light, 
Do- not puſh with your horns at others, Be not always ( 
buſie in ehgaging the powers of this world againſt your pror 
af flited brethren. nay do not ſo much «s judg them in your 
own ſpirits ; ye are not 10 fit in the ſeat of Fudment to judg 


£ 


others, but r0 come to the throne of Fudgment 1 apoa | 


to have ſentence paſſed upen your light, upon your life, up- 
on your heart, and all the motions of it, w ich are not yet 
jabifed, how & wpreg ſoever ix your own eyes,) Bur 
Fz ar, fear what the Lord can de, fear what the Lord 
' may ao, fear what the Lord will do. Be not exalted above 
others, but fear concerning your ſelves. Be not proud be- 
Cauſe of your preſent ſtation, but fear your fall. Lift not 
p fan ſelves above others in your own ſpirits, but throw 

your ſelves at his feet who ts a laying all pk becauſe 
he finds fo WF with every height, that he will have 
nothing exalted any more ; and this ye will find your beſt 
ſecurity in the cloudy and dark day, which how far ſoever 
Je may put [08 you, or how far ; it may ſeem from 
haſte. 


you, maket 
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Life of a Chriſtian. 
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oy Jn Jonn 15. 12. 
Th is my Commanament , that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you. 


Bags Hriſt being now to leave his Diiciples, 
WED (his time drawing very near) begins to 

= break the matter to them, to. let them 
RA underſtand the neceſsity of his dep.rture 
SG from them, and to prepare them for 

ag em, | | 
gh thoſe drret#:ons he was about to give 
them, how to behave themſelves in thzs world during 
his abſence. 

In the 33 Verſe of the 13 Chap. He tells them he 
muſt be with them bur a little whule, and whar he ſaid 
tothe Fews they ſhould find true alſo, namcly, that he 
was! going whiher Ns” WR not tollaw him 

IT Little 


Þ, 


- 


ſa) 

Lins children, yet cle hide 1 an with you; Te ou 
me; and as'1 faid unto the Fews, Whither 1 g6, ye cane 
pot come ; ſo now 1 '« wh 50s, 
The whole 14 Chapter is taken up with this argu- 
metit, wherein he explaineth unto them many things a- 

bout it. . The exd of his going, Verſ.2, Igotoprepare 4 
place for you. The certainty of his return to tl ge ano 
{dif 1 go and prepare. ace for you, 1will come again 
arid recerve you unto my ſelf, that where I am, there ye may 
be alſo, Their own knowledg both concerning the place 
whither he was going and the way thither, which if 
they could retire inwardly enough into their own ſpi- 
rits,they would be ſenſible of, Verl.4. And whither I g8 
ye know, and the way ye know. His care of them in the 
time of his abſence, that they ſhould want nothing, but 
have what ever they can deſire, he would ſpeed all 
their prayers, nay he would fulfil them himſelf, Verſ, 
I 3,14. Whatſoever ye ſhall as k in my Name, that will I do, 
Neither would he leaye them deſtitute here on Earth, 

but ſend his entireſt boſom Friend to dwell continual] 
in their boſoms,Verſ.16, Azd 1 _—— the Father ,and 

at 


he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever : Who ſhould dogreat things for them, 


Verſ. 26. He ſhall reach you all things ,and bring things to 
your remembrance,whatſorver 1 have ſaid unto you. Laſtly 
he would give them a very rich blefling ar his parting, 
given after ſuch a manner of way as the world cannor 
give,Verl.27. Peace Iheeve with you,my peace 1 give unto 
04, not as the world giveth, give I unto you : let nat your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid, Hereupon he 
tells them how they ought to part with him, with what 
temper of ſpirit, which love to him upon a right under- 
ſtanding would work mthem,namely with joy and not 
with 


[3] 
with grief. For pour » -/ readily and joyfully part 
with that, which we entirely love, for its advancement, 
cipecially if it be very grear, and alſo very bencficial to 
us, This he urgeth, Verſ.28. Ye have heard how I ſaid 
nntro you, I go away, and come again unto you, If ye loved 
Me ye would rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid, 1 go unto the Father : 
for my Father is greater then 1, | 
Now there are two things Chrift moſt eſpecially 
bends himſelf to urge uponthem, to leave imprinted 
on their ſpirits at his departure. The one relates to 
Faith, the other to Obedrence : That they would look 
to their Faith,and to their Obedience: that they would 
belceve on him, and keep his Commandments. He 
had bid them look totheir Faith in the firft Verſe of 
this 14 Chap. Beleevein God, and beleeve inme. And 
he had bid them look to their Obedience, in a very af- 
feRionate ſtrain of expreſſion, Verſ.15. If yedove me, 
keep my Commandments. It ye love me,dout. If ye love 
me, ye will doit. His commands are ever forcible 
with us, whom we entirely love. He followeth this 
conlideration, being a very cloſe one, Verſ.21,23,24- 
profefling thathe that loveth cannot but do this, that 
he thar doth this dothJove, thar he that doth notlove 
Cannot do this, and he that doth not this doth not 
love. 
Inthis 15 Chapter he proceeds to-urge both again. 
He'begins with Faith, Verſ.q. 4bide inme, aud 1531 you. 
T have told you thefe things thatiye might bekeeve, 
(Chap.14.29.) and I am your /zne whereinto ye arc 
ingratted, from and in whom ye have:your life ; ab:de 
inme, When I depart from you with. my bodily pre- 
ſence, do not let yourfaith depart from me, but as ye 
cameto me by faith, ſo ſtay with me by faith : abide 17 
B 2 mes 


[4] 
me, and 1 in you : ſtay in me by faith, and keep me in 
you by faith. He preſſeth this upon them from divers 
conſiderations, as firſt there.is no gy, 0. forth of 
fruit elſe, Verſ. 4. As. the branch cannot bear fruit of it 
ſelf, except it abiae in the Vine : no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. Secondly, without this ye will be in danger 
of your Souls, nay of a truth ye will miſcarry, Verl.6. 
If a man abide not in me, he ts caſt forth as a branch, and 
is. withered, and men gather them, and ca#t them into the 
fire, and they are burned. As faith declines, life waſtes, 
and the Soul runs further and further into the danger 
of the fire, which by faith alone is avoyded. Thirdly, 
Hereby ye may have what ye will. 1f ye abide in me,and 
my words abide in you, it your faith remain, and your 
dbeticnce alſo, ye ſhall ask what ye will, and it ſhall be done 
unto you. And therefore he bids them alſo look to their 
Obedience, for that was the way both to glorifie God, 
Verſ.8. and to abide inthe love of Chriſt, Verſ. 9,10, 
As the Father hath loved me, ſohave I loved you : conti- 
nue ye in my love, If ye keep my Commandments, ye ſhall 
abide in my love : even 4s 1 have kept my Fathers Com 
mandments, and abide in his love. Notas if C hriſt did. 
love them ſtmply for their obedience, no more then 
'God did love him for his obedience fimply : but as 
this was the way wherein the power of the Father led 
him to remain inthe love of the Father, ſo this is the 
.way Chriſts power guides them in to abide in his loye : 
for God and Chriſt muſt be juſt in diſpenſing their 
love even to their own, according to the Rule of that 
diſpenſation which they ſet up, and under which they 
- pur their OWN. 
Now Chriſttells them plainly "_ I1, the ground 
why he did thus vehemently urge theſe things upon 


them, 


3 

them, which was double, 1, That his joy might 
remain in them, that that joy which he had inthem 
from their obedience in and unto the faith might re- 
main, that he might ſtill find the ſame cauſe of joy 
in them, 2, That their joy whichthey had in him might 
be filled, that they aidin have not only joy, but ful- 
neſs of joy in Chriſt, which ariſeth from the other, 
for our joy in Chriſt is filled from Chriſts joy in us : 
When he delights in us, in our ſtate, temper, and mo- 
tions, in the diſpenſation wherein he ſets us, then he 
{preadeth himſelf abroad ſo fyeetly -and pleaſantly 
In us, as cauſeth us abundantly to delight in him : 
both theſe are mentioned in the 11 verſ. Theſe things 
have I ſpoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might oe full, As if he had ſaid: Tis 
true, though ye ſhould be negligent of theſe things , 
and run into great dangers thereby , yet I might 
bring you to Heaven atlaſt; nay I would not loſc 
you : but I ſhould have no great delight in you 
ere , nor would ye take any great delight in me, 
neither would God get any great honour by you, 
(according to verſe 8.) But now, I would not on- 
ly bring you to- Heaven at laſt , but take great de- 
light in you here, and fill your hearts with joy 
too, and therefore would I have you abide in me, 
and keep my Commandments, which is the only 
way thercunto 3 Theſe are the very ends that 'T ſo 
preſs theſe things thus earneſtly upon you for. 
Now if ye would know what Commandments. I 
mean, this is it I chiefly intend , namely of loye 
one to another. This is my commandment, that ye love 

one another, as I have loved you. 
In the words we may take notice of three par- 
ticulars, | B 3 I, The 


ther - : 
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I, The Commani it "TA That ye love 0ne ano» 


2. Therale of this command, the rule whereb 


the love that anſwers this command muſt be ſquared, 


and that js Chriſts love, it muſt be ſquared by the 
love which-Chriſt had in htm, and which he manifeR- 
ed unto, and exerciſed towards his. As 1 have ls- 
ved you. | 

3. Chriſts peculiar owning of both, both of the 
command-and the rule, -or of the command according 
to the rule. This .#s my commandment. Thu # my 
commandment, that ye love one another, as 1 have lt- 
ved you. 

Toglance a little at the ſence of the words. 

That ye love one another. 

That ye) Ye my diſciples whom I have cheriſhed 
all my days, and am-now about to dyc for: for whom 
{ came from Heaven, and for whom I :go again to 
Heaven, Te who were mine before the world was, 
Te who arc mine, and have been mine throyghourt 
my whole miniſtry, Te whoſhall be mine for ever 
and ever. 

That ye love} Love in heart, love in word, love 
in ation. Bear atender affection tothem in the bot- 
tom of your ſouls: Speak well of them, and good 
for them, both to God and men: and do-any ſervice 
of love for them, Let them have all the intereſt in 
you, and power with you that ove can command. 
Think -tmotmuch to ſuffer with them, nay 101ſuffer.c- 
ven dcath it felf forthem. Love is the continual drink- 
ingin, .andthe.cantinual lerting.out of defize, delight 
and ſervice, Our defire is Rill after, our delights fhill 
an, our ſeryice:ts:1ill about whatwe love. And love 


though 


. 
though it be ſtill buſie about what it loves, yet it can 
never drink in enough, nor let out enough towards 
it, Two things make it unſatisfiable , Want of 
fulneſs to vent upon its love, and want of ability 
- and $kill to vent what it hath upon its love, 

One another, This is the extent, the bounds of 
this love, it muſt reach to all that belong to Chriſt : 
and it is no difhcult matter, no hard rask, for it is only 
to them that have the ſame image, the ſame nature, 
the ſame life, the ſame beginning, the ſame end. 
If thou loveſt thy ſelf aright, if thou loveſt Chriſt 
aright, then thou wilt alſo love theſe who are truly 
part of thy ſelf, and part of Chriſt» I know the 
world will hate you, and I do not bid you love it, 
forthere 5 none of this kind of lovelineſs in it  no- 
thing in them to receive this loye, nothing in them 
for you to faſten this love upon, but I bid you 
loye one another. The world is notto draw forth 
your love, not to partake of this love, be it never {0 
excellent : nor muſt any of theſe miſs of it, be 
they never ſo weak, never (o vile, 

As 1 have loved yoo. ] Juſt as I have cauſed my 
heart to go forth towar ou aS I have ever been 
tender of you, and paſled by all manner of weakneſ- 
ſes in you, as I have ever thought well of you my (elf, 
and ſpoke well of you to the Father , nat taking no- 
rice of any of your ſins or frailtics further then for 
your good, as I have performed all manner of ſervi- 
ces to you, I have deſcended that ye might aſcend, I 
have fallen that ye might ariſe , I have not ſtuck ar 
giving my very life for you, and all my ſtrength and 
£ glory to you, ſo true, ſo great, ſo ſtrong hath my 


oye uno you been : cven ſo after this manner " Fe 
indlc 
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kindle affeQions and ſo SS dvin one towards ano- 
ther. | LF 
This is my commandment, ] This, is that command- 
ment which is properly mine. This is that command- 
ment which" of all other I will own. This is that 
eſpecial commandment, which God in this his mini- 
ſtration by me-towards you, giveth you. © 'This is 
that commandment, which my ſoul, which my heart, 
which my nature is moſt in. This is that which I moſt 
defire to find in you, which I from my ſelf, from «'{ 
own heart and ſoul enjoyn you. This i my commanad- 
ment. Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart and with all: thy ſoul, and thy neighbor as thy ſelf : 
theſe were Moſes commandments, but that ye love one 
another , this 'is my commandment. That man 
ſhould 'loye the Lord who made him, and his neigh- 
bor whom he made like him : that the Jews ſhould 
love God who made them in that their dilpenſation a 
veſſel of Glory beyond all Nations, and that they 
ſhould love their fellow-brethren in that diſpenſation, 
yeaand in nature too; This was Moſes command- 
ment. But that he who hath the ſecd of the new-life in 
him, ſhould love him who is a partner with him in the 
{ame life , This is Chriſts commandment. The loye 
to this brotherhood is from the nature and by the com- 
mand of Chriſt. 

The words do naturally and plainly ſignifie and 
hold'torth thus much unto us, _. | 

Obſerv. That for the Saints or Diſciples of Chriſt 
to love one another, upon ſuch grounds and in ſuch a 
way as he loved them, is a thing his heart is very much 
upon. Ot 2 
Itisthe main thing he hath commended ta them , 
it 


ta | 
itisthe-great injunction Re hath layn upon them. As 
it was the eſpecial Command which God gave Chriſt, 
to love: his Saints, and that which his heart, was moſt 
upon of: all the Commands which ever he gave him ; 
which if he had neglected, the keeping of all the reſt 
would have been of no value: So it is the eſpecial 
Command which Chriſt hath givento his people, and 
which he moſt eycth them in, that they love one ano- 
ther. Thi « my Commandment. Among all the Com- 
mandments I have diſpenſed to you, I (hall obſerve you 
moſt in this. Ye muſt keep them all to remain in my 
love,verſ.1o, but this is the moſt principal of them all 
this is that which I underſtandingly and moſt affei- 
onately give you in eſpecial charge as mine : This « my 
Commanament. 

Toevidence how much the heart of Chriſt is in this 
Commandment, we need go no further then this place 
for the illuſtration and demonſtration of. Conſider 
but his giving out the Commandment; obſerve but 
the circumſtances of it, and it will yery clearly ap- 
pear, 

There are three things very obſervable about it. The 
time of his giving'it our, The manner of his giving it out, 
and his vehement preſſing of it, both then ar his firſt en- 
joyning of it, and again and again inthis his farewel 
Sermon. er 

Firſt, For #he time, There are two things eminent 
in that. 

One is, in that it was when his love had been well 
grown towards them, after it had had long duration 
and frequent exerciſe, this was pUTERAry taken no- 
tice of by this Evangeliſt juft before his relation of it, 
Chap. 13. 1. Having loved them conſtantly, having 
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loved them from firſt to laſt, 9 loved them as his 
oym with 2 love ſuitable in ſtrength to rhe relation, 
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having thns-loved them umo-.the very end, whardoth 
he for them ? how'doth he: ſhew it? Why he addreſf- 
eh himſelf to the impoſing of this Command in the 
moſt engaging manner thar could be, as may be read 
in the following Verſes. 

The other is, that it was juſt afore his paſſion, when he 
was about to dothe greateſt a of love for them chat 
could be done, (for greater love could no man ſhew, as 
he tells rhenr, Chap.15.13.) and anſwerably had been 
ſtrengrhening his affections towards them , that. he 
might do itthe more willingly ; even then, when his 
heart was moſt operative in love cownrds them, then 
he gives out this Command, as it is obſeryed by this 
Evangeliſt Fohn, Chap. 13.1. Now before the feaſt of the 
Paſſover, when Feſus knew that his howr was come, that he 
ſhould depart ont of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto 


| theend. And Supper being ended, &rc. Having his eye 


upon his Paſſion, and his heart upon his Diſciples, for 
whom he was to dye, and whom he was now to leave, 
the ſtrengrh of his Soul works ir elf our in love to- 
wards them, and the ſtrength of his love thus vents it 
ſelf, in contriving how he oy, 4 moſt cffe&ually im» 
print this Command upon them. Having ſo great 
things to ſuffer, and his eye being upon it, for he knew 
that his hour was come, one would haye expected that 
his thoughts ſhould have beentaken up about them z 
and ſo they are,bur yet notſo as to divert him from his 
contrivance and _ of this, which that he ſhould 
now be ſo buſte and induſtrious abour, it ſhews plainly 
bow much his heart was init. 


& For 
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© -24 Forthe manner of his 1 out this Command- 
ment, It is very obſervable, for it was both by example, 
by recept , and accompanied with reaſon backing 
oth. ' | | 
1, It was commended to them by his own example, he 
taught it them by his own praiſe, which is the moſt 
effectual way of teaching. He would not barely by 
word of mouth iſſue out this Command, bur he ſets 
his own patter firſt before them, He would do it 
himſelf before he would impoſe it onthem. And his 
example is very full, For, That ſervice of love which 
now he did ſet his example before them in,viz. waſhing 
the $ aints feet, was one of the loweſt as of ſervice. 
We are all apt to perform honorable acts of ſervice, 
nay perhaps ſome low as of ſervice to them that are 
far above us in gifts and graces, or to perſons in a ſick 
and weak condition : but to perſons that are in health, 
and to perſons that are beneath us in degree, love will 
carry very few to perform ſuch an office of love as 
Chriſt did here : yertheſe Diſciples of Chriſt wete far 
below him in the graces and gifts of the Spirit of God, 
beſides that preſent relation wherein he ſtood as 4 
Lord and _— anto them. 2, He did it inthe loweſt 
manner, with the towel girded about him, verſ.4. *as a 
ſervant, they ſitting, and he ſtanding, verſ.12, and in 
a ready manner, for he roſe from the table to do it, and 
rook the towel, and girded himſelf. 3. Hedid irro 
Fndas, who'was no Saint, which takes off that great 
objection which 1s ſo ready to riſe in mens ſpirits, viz. 
If 1 knew he wert a Saint ] could do it, but 1 fear he « 
an hypocrite, Why Chriſt did it to an hypocrite, to 
one whom he knew to be an hypocrite. Thar Fndas 
was there, may appear by this, it was not the Paſſover 
C3. night, 


| | (327) | 
night,but the night before,Chap.1 3.1. and Chriſt af- 
rer this gives him the ſop, verſ.26, Tort he did ir, 


not in the meanneſs and lowneſs of his ſpirit, being 
now caſt down with the ſight of that miſery which was 
haſtening upon him z but with the view and conſider- 
ation of his own greatneſs, as appears verſ. 3. Feſus 
knowing that the. Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God, 
He riſeth from ſupper,&c. He had not forgot how great 
he was before this Miniſtration,. how great he was in 
this Miniſtration, and how great he ſhould be immedi- 
ately again, but his eye was fixed upon his glory-and 
greatne(s in and from and with God, when he did this 
to them. Y 
2. There was not only example, but precept added to 
example (and that again and again) and that in a very 
ſweet way, telling them that they ought to do it; and 
that his doing of it, was but to teach them theic duty, 
It was not neceſſary for him to do it, only he choſe 
this way of imprinting his inſtru&ion the better upon 
them. 
3. He adds a forcible reaſon, that he being their Lord 
and Maſter, and argon, Pai known to them his plea- 
ſure, and that both by his own command-and pattern, 
they cannot be excuſed if now they negle& it. Verl. 
13,14,15,16. Te call me Maſter and Lord,&c. 
2, For his vehement preſſing of it. He doth not on- 
ly lay it before them, bur he preſſeth ir home upon 
em. 1, Heſhews them thar it is their duty, Verſ. 14. 
Te ought alſo to waſh one anothers feet.” 2, He tells them, 
that the meaning of this piece of ſervice in this abaſed / 
manner, was to commend it tothem ſo cloſely, that 
they might not avoyd it,or think much of it : Verſ, 15, 


For 
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For 1 have given y0u 41 IE that ye ſhonld do, as 1 
have done to you, 3. By enforcing the reaſon of his 
example, Verſ. 16. Yerily,verily I ſay unto you, The ſer- 
vant ts not greater then his Lord ,. neither he that u« ſent, 

reater then he that ſent him, The greateſt among the 
aints, are ſuch as are ſent by Chriſt, and yet they are 
not greater then Chriſt who ſent them, and therefore 
need not think much of that (as of an inferior piece of 
work) which Chriſt did. 4. By pronouncing bleſſed- 
neſs upon them according as they did obſerve it, Ver. 

17. If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye ds them. 
Happy aze ye if ye learn trom this pattern, if ye take 

out this copy, if ye practiſe the duties of this Laiy of 

Love according to it. The happineſ# of the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, conſiſteth much in knowing and practiſing the du- 

ties of love(even inthe mcaneſt offices of it) one towards 

another, Thus he drives home this duty here. 
He urgeth it again in this ſame Chap. v. 34. where 
he calleth it a new Commandment, to ſet their ſpirits 


more cager upon it, A new Commanament I give unto 


you, And what is this new Commandment © That ye 
love one another, as 1 have loved you, that ye al[o love one 
another, He had been my them of his departure 
from them, and that very affectionately in the fore- 
20ing Verſe, Little children, yet a little while I am with 
you. Te ſhall ſeek me,&c, My little children, muſt leave 
you, Poor {ieet babes, poor little brats, I muſt be 
gone, I cannot ſtay with you : But when I am gone 
remember this Commandment ( ye little think what 
ſweetneſs ye will find in it) that ye love one another with 
the ſame love and after the ſame manner as I have 
loved you;, performing the ſame ſervices of love with 


the ſame willingneſs and delight. And then in the 


8 follows- 
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following Verſe he knocks FA another nail to drive it 
yet more home : By this ſhall all men know that ye ave wy 
Diſciples, if $, heve love one to another. He makes it the 
badg of Diſcipleſhip, that whereby men ſhould be di- 
Ringuied to appertain to him, to be retainers to him: 
By this ſhall all men know, &'c. Tris a pou priviledg and 
dignity to be known to be a Diſciple to Chriſt, to be 
taken notice of by men as a retainer to Chriſt, as one 
who doth not meerly pretend, bur hath indeed learned 
of him. And love to the Brethren (ſuch loye as Chrift 
expreſſed) is anunqueſtionable charaQer,a diſtinguiſh- 
ing badg, ſuch as the world cannot but acknowledg to 
be a peculiar ropery of a Diſciple, which you have 
had trom Chriſt, and which none elſe can attain. 

In the 14 Chapter he perſwadeth them very affe&i- 
onatcly to keep his Commandmems, Verſ.15, 21,24: 
and {0 pr pin 15.10, If ye keep my Commandments 
ye [ball abide in my love,&'c. declaring unto them in the 
next Verſe, that his intent in this vehement Injun@ion, . 
Exhortation and Perſwaſion of his, was entirely for 
their good : Verſ,11. Theſe things have 1 ſpoken unto you 
that my j0y might remain tn you, and rhat your | 0y might 
be full, And then immediately in the very next words, 
verſ.12., ſheweth what Commandment he did chiefly 
mean all this while, This « my Commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you. Thefe things I 
{peak,]I thus vehemently preſs obedience upon you for 
your own good, that I might have joy of you (which 
will be very profitable tor you) and your bexrt might 
be full of joy : But this is the Cointandment which 1 
principally intend, and which I moſt eſpecially expe& 
obedience unto ; This is the Commandment which is 
peculiarly and properly mince, which my joy will be 

greateſt 
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greateſt inſceing obſerved, and the obſervationof which 
will conduce moſt towards the filling of your hearts 
with joy, This # my Commandment, that ye love one ano- 
ther,&c, How he proceeds yet further to fix it upon 
their ſpirits by very cloſe conſtderations inthe follow- 
ing part of the Chapter, as verſ.14.,and 17. I ſhall not 
need to make mention of, it being already ſo fully and 
clearly evidenced. Out of the abundance of the heart, 
out of the vehemency of his defire in this particular, 
hath his mouth uttered all theſe things. 

For the further opening of it, theſe two particulars 
following are to be enquired into. 

1, How Chriſt loved his Saints ? with what kind of 
love 2 what his love was, and how it went forth to- 
wards them ? and ſo we ſhall ſee the rule whereby our 
love is to be ſquared one towards another. 

2. Why the heart of Chriſt & ſo much ſet upon this, to 
have his Diſciples thus love one another ? why of all 
other he maketh this his eſpecial Commandment? 

Touching the former, What the love of Chriſt to 
Saints was ? or how Chriſt loved his Saints ? 

Love, we know, # that glue which unites things toge- 
ther (or,at leaſt, makes them defire,ſtudy and endeavor 
union) cauſing them both to wiſh well and do well one 
for another, according to the nature and degree of it. 
As hatred is that which diſſevers things, and makes 
them wiſh ill and do ill one to another, according to 
the nature and ſtrength of it : So love, which is 
contrary to it, doth the clean cOnmeere: What maketh 
God to hold a kind of union with all his creatures, and 
to wiſh well tothem, and do good for them,according 
to their ſeveral ranks, but his love to them in its ſeveral 
degrees 2 Itis from Gods love that he providerh t00 d 
for 
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* fomithe creatures, but from a further degree of love 


that he provideth Redemption for Man, and from a 
further degree of love yet that he foundeth and faſten- 
eth the Union ( and univerſal Communion) between 
him and his Ele& in Chriſt, 

Now to ſearch out this Love, we muſt ſeek both in- - 
to the Nature of it, what kind of affection it is ; and in-. 
to the grownds of it, whereupon it is faſtened , as alſo 
into the degree and ſtrength of it, and into its ſeveral 
attings, and the manner of its aCtings. 

I. For the nature of it. We know (after our manner 
of knowledg) that there is a twofold Love : A natural 
love and a ſupernatural, an earthly and an heavenly, 

The natural love is that affection which God hath 
put between creatures from ſome ſuitableneſs among 
them. There. is an earthly affection which God hath 
placed inthis Earth towards the things of this Earth, 
which as they come all out of the ſame Earth, ſo they 
are a kin and bear a natural affeion to one another, 
though in this hidden ſtate ( even in the things of this 
world) both the relation and affection is much un- 
known. There is an univerſal love among all creatures 
(eventhere where there appcarcth an antipathy) from 
ſome general likeneſs, ſuitablencſs and connatura!neſs 
among them : bur this love is more eſpecially to be 
diſcerned and taken notice of among creatures of the 
ſame kind. 

T his love is heightened in man,above all other crea- 
tures, according to the eleyation of his nature. Ir is a 
ſtamp upon his Soul ſuitable to the nature of his Soul. 
It is a kind of more ſpiritual glue in him (as his nature 
is more ſpiritual, whereas it 1s but a corporeal glue in 
other creatures) a tindure whereof ſtill remains , 


though 
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though much defaced in him b his fall, as all his other 
excellencics of Nature are. | 
The ſupernatural love is that which grows in Gods 
own heart, and which he writes with his own finger on 
the hearts of whom he pleaſeth, and in what degree he 
pleaſeth. Ir is that love of a ſpiritual nature, which 
floweth from God the root, into Chriſt the ſpiritual 
man,and ſo through him into all the ſpiritual branches, 
which are ingrafted into and grow in God and in 
Chriſt. So that this love muſt needs be of a more cx- 
cellent, high, pure nature then that which is naturally 
ſown, or can naturally grow inthe heart of man. | 

There are all kind of natural excellencies(which are 
the ſhadows of the ſpiritual) in man naturally : They 
are ſown in the nature of the firſt Adayn, as the ſpiritual 
excellencics are in the nature of the ſecond Adam. 
There is a natural faith in man, whereby man is able to 
beleeve, upon good arguments layd before him, but 
yet this is not THE FAITH, this is not THE HE A- 
VENLY GIFT. Sothere is a natural loye in the Soul 
of man, whereby he cannot but love God, and every 
thing that is lovely and excellent, (though he cannot 
bur alſo hate them in rhoſe various diſpenſarions and 
diſcoveries of them wherein God (till croſſeth his leſh- 
ly wiſdom and defire,) butthis is not this love, This 
love is of a more inward,of a more full,of a more ſub- 
ſtantial nature then that which groweth in the Soul of 
man. Now ſuch was the love of Chriſt, of this kind 
of nature z, Not that affetion which did naturally be- 
long to his Soul, bur that ſpiritual affeion which 
came into his heart with that ſpecial grace which God 
gaye him,with that ſpecial nature which God breathed 


into him. As his nature was different from the nature 
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of Adam,ſo was thefairh of it,and ſo was the love of it. 
Every thing in him was of the ſame ſtamp with his na- 
ere. His love was the very ſpiritual image and ſub- 
ſtance of that love which remains inthe heart of God. 

This is the natnre of it in Po whereby it is di- 

ſtinguiſhed from all things which are not ſpiritual, and 
more eſpecially from that love which 1s naturally 
planted in the Soul of man, Burt now we are to enquire 
into the nature of ir yet further, whereby we may di- 
ſtinguiſh ir from all other ſpiritual things. And that 
may be done by the common properties of love which 
are peculiar-toit in and according to its kind, as by its 
teſire of union, by its wiſhing well to the objett beloved, 
by its readineſs to do for its. 

There is nothing defires union butlove, Faith in- 
deed unites, but it doth not ſo deſire union as love, it 
doth not deſire that kind of union which /ove doth. 
Faith lays hold for help, the deſire of faiths help, but 
the defire of love is union, So take hope, patience, humi- 
lity,meekneſi,&c. they have their ſeveral other proper- 
ties and operations yes to their nature, bur not 
this of uniting, they leave this to love. And nothing 
wiſheth well to the obje& bur /ove - Faith wiſheth 
900d from the obje&, Hope expecteth good from the 
obje&, but'tis Love only that wiſheth good unto ir. 
And it is love only that ads for it, thar acts for the 
good of it: Faith will make a man work for his own 
good, bur it is love which makes him work for thc 
good of another. Itis faith whereby we faſten on God 
for our own happineſs, but it is love that makes us &yc 
his glory,and work for him : Or if faith alſo do this; it 
is from thar influence that love hath upon it.fo that ſtil 
it is love, love in faith, love with faith, love by faith. 
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This then is the love of Chriſt, namely that fpiritual 


_ affeRion planted in his new nature (beſides that affec- 


tiop planted/in him as a man) whereby he deſireth uni- 
on with,and wiſheth well to his, and whereby he is rea- 
dy todo any thing for them. | 

IT. Astouching the grounds whereupon Chriſt 1o- 
yeth them, the grounds whereupon this love, which is 
planted in Chriſt, is drawn forth towards them, They 
are theſe. 

I. The firſt is the Fathers love, God the Father 
loveth them, and therefore Chriſt the Son loyeth them 
alſo. As God has writ the ſame love in the heart of 
Chriſt,as is in his own, ſo it gocth forth the ſame way. 
There are two ways wherein the heart of God gocth 
forth exceedingly, and the heart of Chriſt followeth 
him in both, which are himſelf and his people ; his 
own glory, and his peoples welfare : God loveth them 
_ entirely, and Chriſt treads in his very ſteps in 
each, 

Firſt, for Gods glory, It was the main thing Chriſt | 
aimed at in all he did, his greateſt work was to honour 
tus Father, 7 honour my Father ,and ye diſhonour me © and 
Foh.17.4. 1 haveglorified thee on Earth, I have finiſbed 
the work which thou gaveſt me todo: His gloritying of 
God he looks upon and caſts up as the Am ot all he 
did or was to do, And if any did wrong his Father, he 
felt it ; the reproaches f them which reproached thee, fell 
#pon me. What made him fo zealous about the Temple, 
bur becauſe it was his Fathers houſe ; which though ex- 
piring and growing out of date, was as yet his Fathers, 
and therefore more worthy then to be {o prophaned © 
T he zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me oy Yea the very 
end for which he defired his own glory was, that he 

D:2: might 


| He never thought any thing too good for them, you he 


[20], 
mightbe the more able toglorifie his Father, Father, 


olorifie thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glorifie thee, 
ot; ha ople of ou pe > heart goeth fgrth 


in wonderful love towards them. He loved them all 
his life long even to the very laſt: Foh.13.1, Having 
loved hu own, which were in the world, he loved them un- 
tothelaft, His heart was ever wan; towards them, 


layd down his very life freely for them, and while he 


was doing it, his thoughts ran more upon them then 


upon himſelf. 

God had expreſſcd perfe love tothem, in that he 
had choſen them as his peculiar treaſure, which he 
would enrich ſuitably to-himſelf, and enjoy in himſelf, 
and make happy with himſelf for ever. He choſe 
Chriſt but to bring this about, who in that reſpe& is 
beneath them, though as he is the chiefeſt part of this 
treaſure, and the head of it to them, he is far aboye 
them. Now Chriſt having juſt ſuch an heart as his 
Father had , could not chuſec bur entirely love that 
which his Father ſoloved before him. Having the 
fame love with his Father, he could not chuſe but at 
towards the ſame objec as his Father did. The love 
in Chriſt is the ſame ſill in him as it was firſt in God, 


and therefore cannot bur behave it ſelf as.the ſame. 


Chrift doth what he ſeeth the Father do : Now ſeeing 
the Father do this ſo.eminently, he cannot but do it as 
eminently alio. His love is a copy of the Fathers love, 
and his actings forth of « are a draught of the Fathers 
aQings. This ground Chriſt himſelf intimates, Fo5. 
17.20, That the love wherewith thou haſt loved me, may 
bein them, and I in them, Chiſt deſires perfe& union 
with them, to be perfectly in them, that is the prime 
and 
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mm | 
and compleat operation of #4 ; yea but what is the 
rule nag what is the attractive which he deſires 
might draw him into-them © why that he himſelf tells 
you 15 the Fathers love. Letthy loye, the ſame love, 
wherewith thou haſt taken poſſeſſion of me, take pol- 


ſeſſion of them allo, and then I will immediately come 


after and dwell in them too. Ir is from thy love that I 
lovethem, and therefore I muſt firſt ſee thy love go 
before,and then.I will ſoon follow. And for this cauſe 
take I ſuch pains with them, that I might make them a 
fit habitation for thy love, and then that I my ſelf 
might dwell and enjoy them in the ſame love, and the 
ſame love in them. 

2. Another ground of Chriſts love tothem is, hs 
Fathers wilt, His Father gave them him to love, and 
commanded him to-loye them, yea and gayc him that 
love wherewith he ſhould love them. As the Father 
giveth Chriſt to us to love; ſo he gave us to Chriſt 
to love: And as there are a great many duties we owe 
Chriſt , but love is the main; So of all the duties 
Chriſt did owe us (asto leave all his glory, and come 
into this world and ſeek us out, and to dye for us, to 
ariſe for us, to aſcend for us, to rake poſſeſſion of our 
life and inheritance for us in Heaven, and to take care 
of us here on Earth) love was the main, and that which 
fitted him for all the reſt,cven as it fitreth us for all our 
duties, both towards. God, towards Chriſt, and towards 
one another. Yea as this was the eſpecial command 
which Chriſt gave us, to love oze another , ſo it was the 
eſpecial command God gave Chriſt, to love us. 

In this 15 Chapter of this Goſpel of Fob», Chriſt 
telleth his Diſciples, That if they keep his Command- 
ments, they ſhall abide in his love: even as he kept his 
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Fathers Commandments and abode in hu love. And of all 
his Commandments he picks our one preſently-inthe 
12 Verſe following, as it he would commend it unto 
us as that which will have the moſt eſpecial influence 
of all,to keep us in his love, which is this of loving one 
another. Now how cometh Chriſt to pick our this of 
all the reſt, bur that his Father had ſet him ſuch anex- 
ample, he had picked it out for him, it was the main 
thing he had given him in charge, and the main thing 
he expected from him,as he intimates in the 10 Chapr, 
of this Goſpel, 'verl. 17. T A doth my Father love 
me, becauſe 1 lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
He had been ſpeaking verl.15. of laying down his life 
for the ſheep, from his knowledg of the Father, from 
his knowledg of the heart and will of the Father, As 
the Father knoweth me, even ſo know I the Father : and 1 
lay down my life for the wy. T he Father knoweth me 
7 


whom he hath entruſted, and I know him who hath 
entraſted me, and want neither love to him nor them, 
but lay down my life for them. And other ſheep he 
had to take care of, beſides thoſe of this fold, which he 
would take care of alſo, ver(.16. Now ſays "gh 
my Father loves me, becauſe 1 lay down my life, that 1 
might take it again. This is that ac of love in me, this 
is that act of obedience from me to the will and com- 
mand of the Father, which draweth and engageth the 
heart of the Father ſo exceedingly to me. Therefore my 
Father loveth me, becauſe 1 lay down my life, ſo readily, 
in ſuch a way of love, in ſuch ſtrength of loye ro m 
ſheep, that I might take it again to perfect their Salva- 
tion. So that God gave Chriſt this eſpecial command, 
as well as Chriſt giveth it us; and his heart was ſo 
much in ir, that his love went out towards Chriſt, as 


Chriſts 
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Chrifts heart went out in x # NON his ſheep : This 
was the motive, the attractive of the Fathers love to 
him z Hut rere, therefore or for this my Father loveth me, 
becauſe I lay down my life, &c. 

And could God do leſs then give Chriſt a command 
to love them, when he gave them him to this very end, 
and therefore gaye them unto him in all ſuch relations 
as might draw love, as, as his brethren (wherefore he is 
not aſhamed to call them brethren) as his own children 

behold 1 and the children which thow haſt given me) as 

's own moſt proper Sporſe,as the very natural! members 
of his own body * What could his meaning bc in all 
this, bur that he ſhould exceedingly love and cheriſh 
them 2 And ſurely his Father would never have given 
them him, unleſs he had had very good aſſurance that 
he would love them well: And therefore, to pur that 
out of doubt, he gave him love firſt before he gave 
him them, and when the Law was in his bowels, then 
he calls him forth to take care of them, Pſal. 4o. 7, 8. 
God firſt writ the Law of Love in his heart, and then 
he gave him theſe to love. And this is a ſecond ground 
which doth much prevail with the heart of Chriſt, and 
would ſway exccedingly with him, had he no affe&tion 
of his own unto them : Ir is his Fathers will and plca- 
{ure, it is the great command of the Father to him, that 
| he ſhould love them, very truly, fully and heartily, 
cven as the Father loved him. Bur thirdly. 

3. Chriſt loveth them becauſe of their relation to the 
Father and himſelf. They bclong to the Father, and 
they belong to him z they are Gods proper goods,and 
his proper goods : Thine'they were, and thou gaveſt them 
me. » They are the children of the moſt High, the [ous and 
daughters of his own Father, his brethrea and ſiſters by 
Tenerd- 


5, | 
Zeneration; his Spouſe, the Spouſe which his Father a 
Pared for him and mo him, the Spouſe which he him- 
ſelf purchaſed with his deareſt blood. There is the ſtrength | 
and ſveetnels of the choyceſt relations to draw his 
love, and theſe relations ſet off too with all the com- 
mendable accents that can be. Now we know, Relations 
carry love with them, though there be no other ground 
of love beſides the relation. Ir is not deformity(or any 
other unlovelineſs in others eyes) which can car out the 
love of relations. A man loveth his brother, his ſiſter, 
his wife, his child z though black, though crooked, 
though weak in body and mind. And this is another 
ground why Chriſt loveth his, it is becauſe they are his 
and the Fathers,it is becauſe of their relation to the Fa- 
rher and him. 

4. There is yeta further ground why Chriſt loveth 
them, which is becauſe of their likeneſs to himſelf and the 
Father ; becauſe his image (which is alſo the image of 
the Father) is implanted in them, and ſhall be perfe&ed 
upon them. 

Likeneff is the greateſt attractive of love that can be 
(for it moſt naturally draweth it forth.) Likeneſs in 
nature, likeneſs in fearure, likeneſs in diſpoſition, &c. 
are ſtrong drawers. Nov there is the greateſt likeneſs 
inthe Saints to Chriſt that can be : There is no ſuch 
likeneſs to him any where elſe to be found, and there- 
fore no ſuch love can go forth from him any whither 

_ elſe. They have the ſame nature, the ſame lincaments, 
the ſame courſe, the ſame end with him. They have 
grace wn grace with Chriſt. They are like ro him in eve- 
ry reſpe&t; There is not one thing admirable in him, 

but there is the likeneſs of it in them. Is he wiſe, holy, 
full of faith, love, all ſpiricual wiſdom and excellency ? 

, why 


25 * 
why they have not only a ſhare intheſe, but they have 
allo a copy of them writ on their own hearts. Did he 
deſcend, rf er, dye ? &c, They follow him inthe ſame 
ſteps, they take the ſame courſe with him, and arc 
changed and perfeed by him through theſe, after the 
ſame manner as he was changed and perfected by his 
Father (.who made him perfe&? through ſufferings ) 
2 Cor. 3.18, ſo that every day they grow Soc Nike 
him. Ir is no marvel therefore it Chriſt loye them 
ſo, how can he chuſc, they being already o far in, and 
ome ſo continually further and further into his 
ikeneſs ? 

And they are like his Father too : And next like- 
neſs to our ſelves, the image of our parents doth ex- 
ceedingly take us inany : andit takes Chriſt as much 
as his own likeneſs, becauſe he loveth the image of his 
Father, as well as himſelf. 

Thele are the grounds whereupon the love of Chriſt 
is drawn forth towards the Saints, 

I TI. For the degree and ſtrength of it, itis the great- 
cſt that can be. Ir is not only the moſt excellent kind 


of love, bur it is advanced and drawn forth likewiſe to 
the utmoſt kind of degree. He loverth them with all his 


heart, and with all his ſoul. Greater love there cannot be 
then Chriſts,nor can love go out with greater ſtrength: 
And therefore Chriſt when he would expreſs how he 
would have us love our brethren to the utmoſt degree 
of our love(of that love God hath placed in us) he bids 
. us love one another as he hath loved us. 

The ſtrength of Chriſts love to his appears in theſe 
three things. In his wiſhing well to them, in his deſire 
of union with them, in his readineſs to do any _ for 
them. According to the degree and ſtrengrh of theſe, 
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is the degree and firength of loye. For theſe as they 
gow from love, ſa they riſe an height, life and'vigor ac- 
cording tothe degree and-ſtrengrh of love. 
1+ The: ſtrength of: Chriſts loye appeareth ix his 
wiſting well unto them. We ever wiſh good to the party 
we love,according to the degree of love we bear them: 
Now Chriſt wiſheth to his the greateſt good that can 
be. Look whatever is good for them: in this world; 
what ever is good for them in the other world, he 
wilbeth unto them in the fulleſt manner and meaſure, 
There are*three things chiefly good for his 5 this 
world, in that ſtation wherein they ſtand, and in that 
courſe which they are to run here, which are theſe. 
Preſervation from the evil of the world, Communion with 
their God; and to joy in God through him. (Lead us not 


#ntotemptation, but deliver us from evil, 1t-is good for 


me to draw nigh to God. Rejoyce evermore.) Andall theſe 
he wiſheth-to his very heartily and fully. 

See how vehemently he urgeth that requeſt, that 
God, would preſerve os from the evil of the world, 
Fob.17, He urgeth ir ſo far, thathe is fain to-make an 
2palogy for it, that it was not-ſo-much in-reference to 
himt, as.to them and their ſtate; it was not ſo muchto- 
draw the thing down from him, as todraw up their 
hearts to:belecve the certain deſcent of it, Verſ, 13. 

Then for Communion with God, He did not only be- 
Sin it, but he hath raken:all ways to preſerve 8 increaſe 
it, He hath laydthe foundation of ir between them, he 
hath entred them into-ir, and hath appointed Ordinan- 
ces for the exerciſe and continuation of it, that therein 
God and they might ſtill be meeting. He receives God' 
onthe one hand, and them on the other hand, and knits 
them both in himſelf, cauſing them to-flow- into and 


live 
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liveineachother. He pile God will abide in him, 
and thither he bringeth them, and biddeth them abide 
there alſo, Foh. 15, that they may till wn the 
ſweetneſs of God through him, that being the only 
way : foras they come at firſt to enjoy God by Chriſt, 
- _ mult ever draw the ſweetneſs of God through 
riſt, 
And for joying in God, he would always have them 
be doing it, and therefore leads them the ready way to 
it, Foh.14.1. Let not your heart be troubled; beleeve in 
Goa, and beleeveinme. Yea he would havethem have 
, full joy, F0h.14.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you 
that my joy ow remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full. Thus he tells them, and he tells God the ſame, 
Foh.17.13. And now1 come to thee : and theſe things 1 
ſpeak in the world, that they mighthave my joy fulfilled in 
themſelves, IT am coming to Heavento thee, where I 
ſhall have joy enough, to ſit at thy right hand, where is - 
Fulneſs of j oy ;, but tor all that I ſhall never be ar reſt, 
unleſs my Saints on Earth. be full of joy alſo, and for 
that very end I ſpeak theſe things here atmy departure, 
and preſs thee thus earneſtly in their behalf for. thoſe 
things which their hcarts moſt defire, 'and: which are 
moſt neceſſary for them, thar it might conduce ſome- = 
what that way,namely to the filling of their hearts with 
joy when TI am gone. 7; | 
agg /r tor the other world, ” wiſtheth them the 

beſt thing there, viF, the full znd perfect exjoyment 0 
God, It «S his very deſozn f and _ o_= end tor my 
he underwent all miferies in this world, to bring 
them near to God, even into his preſence, that they 
mighr be filled with all the fulneſs of God, (as every 
thing, which is there, is,) and-he will never leave rill M 
E 2 C 
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be done. This is that he hathundertaken to bring them 
ro in eternal life, or this is that eternal life which he is 
firtingghem for, and will not fail to bring them into, 
viz. the enjoying God in perfection, the perfe& enjoy- 
ing of a perfe& God, to enjoy God as he himſelf ok, 
which is as much and as tully as he can be enjoyed : 
They muſt be fellow-heirs, have the ſame inheritance 
with him, the ſame K:ngdom, the ſame Crown, the ſame 
Life, the ſame Glory, the ſame Immortality, puncuall 
the very ſame inheritance, which inheritance is God, 
for he is the ſole portion of Chriſt and of all hs people. 
And then ſhall Chriſt ſee of the travel of his Soul and be 
fatisfied in and concerning his ſeed, when he hath per- 
fely redeemed them, and layd them in the boſom of 
God,to ſuck in and enjoy all that is to be enjoyed there: 
when he hath fitted wheir hearts to receive God, even 
the fulnefs of God, and hath feen the fulneſs of God 
poured out into their hearts, and doth himſelf taſte and 
enjoy itthere, The Lord could never reſt (inthe way 
of his operation) till he had emptied himſelf fully into 
Chriſt, and Chriſt can never reſt till he hath emptied 
himſelf with all that fulneſs into them, and till he hath 
brought them into himſelf, and through himſelf into 
God, and ſo both ways into all that fulneſs. And that 
God might take delight in them, and be as much with 
them, and doas much for them as is poſſible (in this 
time and day of ſeparation and diſtance) he plants wa- 
ters, and cauſeth to.ſpring up in them the light the life, 
the love of God, and whatſoeyer elſe God delights to 
be in and with, both to cheriſh with his preſence, and to 
$11 with his appearance, Foh. 17.26. 
This is the firſt thing wherein the ſtrength of Chriſts 
love diſcovers it ſelf, wiz, in wiſhing well to _— 2p 
clires 
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defires of their good and line are extended to the 
utmoſt degree, and therefore his love from whence 
they proceed muſt needs be very large. 

2. The ſtrength of Chriſts love appeareth further, 
in his deſire of union with them. Every thing defireth 
union with what it loveth, according to the nature and 
degree of the love it bears: If therefore we would 
know how ſtrong Chriſts love is, let us ſec what kind 
of deſire of union there is in him. | 

Now his deſire of union with them is as large as his 
well-wiſhes to them. He defireth the moſt perfe&t and 
compleat union with them that poſſibly can be, and as 
ſoon as may be. He would have the union preſent and 
growing, large and laſting. 

Not to follow theſe heads particularly,conſider how 
full an union he deſires and the largeneſs of his deſire 
bur in theſe four reſpects. 

I. Hedefireth to haye them with hims, ts have them be 
where @yer he is, If there were a perſon whom we 
could never endure to have out of our fight, but he 
muſt ſtill be where we were, inthe room with us, at 
board with us, in bed with us, if we could never abide 
to go any whither or do any thing without that perſon, 
every one (who ſaw this). would conclude there to be a 
great ſtrength of affection in us towards that perſon. 
Why thus it is with Chriſt : Do the Father whar he 
will for them, take he never ſo much care of them, &c. 
it will not ſerve Chriſts turn, it will not ſatisfie Chriſts 
heart, but they muſt be with him, in his Country, in his 
houſe, at his board, in his bed, they muſt walk up and 
down with him in the fulneſs of the Father. And this 
little momentany abſence of his from them,it is meerly 
out of judgment, knowing it to be good both for him- 
E 3 -- -folf 
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felf and them, and for the glory of his Father , but iris 
23 much as-his heart can do to'bear it. And heprofeſſ- 
edly tells his Father it muſt not be ſo always, Foh.17. 
24. Father, I will that they an whom thou [4 given me, 
be with me where 1 am, &c. Did ye ever obſerve Chriſt 
to uſe ſuch a manner of praying before, Farther, 1 will ? 
as if he had ſaid, It I wauld abate ſomewhat of my for- 
mer petitions, and ſhould be content that thou ſhouldſt 
not preſerve them from the evil of the world, but let 
them tumble a lirtle in the mire,fo that thou didſt them 
good by ir, Though I mightlike this well enough, yet 
this of their being with me I cannot, I will not : Father; 
I will, Thou haſt made mea King, and this is my will 
and pleaſure in reference to them, which I cannot vary 
from. I muſt have them with me ; I do fo love them, 
that I cannot live long here without their company : 
My glory is no glory to me, unleſs they fee and enjoy it 
with me, If therefore thou meaneſt to keep me in Hea- 
ven, thou muſt bring them upto Heaven, tor cannot, 
I will not live there without them. 

2. Ir will not ſerve Chrifts turn to have them with 


him, but he muſt alſo have them #» him - A ſtrange 
kind of union. Whar wc love we hug in our boſoms. 


Now as Chriſts love is more inward and intenſe then 
any other love, So he muſt have more inward expreſ- 
fions.too, he muſt hug them in the inſide of his boſom, 
They muſt be in h/m He muſt have them within his 
very heart, to make much oof them there. Foh.17.21. 
That they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 
in thee, that they alſo may be oneinus, This defire, this 
requeſt Chriſt putteth up for them all, he would haye 
them all both in God and in himſelf. This'is the thing 
he drives at concerning them, and'this is the'reaſon why 


he 
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he-begs ſo much the care and protection of God over 
them, in the foregoing part of the Chapter, that they 
alt may at length come toa perfe& union in God and 
in him. - - Indeed the ſtation of Beleeyers here is in 
Chriſt, they are graffed into him, . planted into him; 
ſeated in him, in him to abide, and m him to grow, as 
the branch 1s inthe Vine : But this-is: not the perfe& 
kind of union,or at leaſt not perfect 1n ns kind, * wes are 
not all thus in him, nor are any,thar are but thus in him, 
perfectly in him. There is a\weeter, a fuller, a com- 
pleater being and abiding in him, which he longeth and 
prayeth for,to fill him, to be his fulnefs,to be all to him 
and ſuck all from him, WIS 
3. Nay thirdly, This will not ſerve his turn neither, 
but he muſt alſo be 7» them, They muſt be-with him 
and in him, and he with them and in them. They muſt 

livein his Kingdom, in his Spirit, within his Life ; and 

he muſt be, live, dwell, in their ſpirits, in their country. 

Now this is ſuch an union as was never heard of, for 

one to be in that which is in him : Bur Chriſts love is a 

ſtrange kind of love, and therefore may well produce 
a ſtrange kind of union, even ſo ſtrange as he that is not 
acquainted with this love- cannot apprehend poſhble. 
For thar to be the continent which is contained, . to be 
inthat which it doth contain in itſelf, how canthis be 2 
Yetthe Scripture is expreſs for it, Foh.17.23.1 in them, 
andthowinme; that they may be made perfect in one. And 
again, Verſ.26, That the love wherewith thou haſt loved 
me,may be in them,and 1 in them. He cannot be ſatisfied, 
only to have them lie in his heart ( though thar liketh 
him very well,) buthe muſt alſo lic in their heart, He | 
muſt have the {ame place in them, that he giveth them 


in himſelf. As he prepares a botom for them,ſo he can- 
not 
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[32]. 
not be content unleſs he find a boſom in them. They 
t be his houſe, his home, his Tabernacle, his dwelling, 
yeu his reſting place, as he is theirs, 1 in them, No where 
muſt they be, but in Chriſt 3 no where will Chriſt be, 
butin them : He can be no where elſe, He can live no 


whereelſe, He can reſt no where elſe, He can enjoy 


' himſelf no where elſe. What Chriſt is to God, we are 


to Chriſt z we come from him, and yer he cannot be 
without us : As we cannot live butin him,ſo he cannot 
live but in us; He doth not reckon his life as life, until 
he come to enjoy us. His life doth as it were wither 


- while it is baniſhed from us, itlives alone, it doth nor 


bring forth fruit, nay it doth not enjoy it ſelf :' But 
when it cometh to be ſet up in us, then it will be life in- 
deed, and then it will live indeed. 
4. Neither will all this ſerve, butthat nothing might 
draw him from them, and he might have full and only 
content in them, he muſt have al/ of God (all thatever he 
can need to look after or defire) in them. As he placerh 
all that they ſhall need or can deſire of God, he placerh 
all this in himſelf, that they ſhall not need to fiek for 
any thing out of him : So he placeth all that he can de- 


fire inthem, that he may have no temptation to move 
his eye or ſpirit any further in the leaſt. The fulleſt 
enjoyment of God that ever his heart ſhall meet wa, 
he deſires to have in them. That he may have no 'cauſc 
of ſtirring out from them, to ſeek any ding of God, he 
will have all of God in them. He doth as it were let 
£0 God, as he himſelf grew out of him, to cleaye to 
God, as he (that is, God) groweth up in them. This is 
the great Myſtery, the Myſtery of that þiritual affetti- 
on which is between Chriſt and the Church , They for- 
lake God to enjoy one another ; They can delight no 


where, 


__ [33] 
: where,in nothing of God in one another. Epbeſ.5. 
31.- For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and mother, 
and cleave to his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This 
is a very myſterious thing : That a man ſhould leave 
that tye and relation which is natural, to make up ano- 
ther which is artificial ; That a man ſhould looſen him- 
ſelf from that which is neareſt to him, :to unite himſelf - 
to that which is far off from him ; That aman-ſhould 
leave his own father who begat him, and (his mother 
which barc him, and go caſt all his love upon a wife 
which was a meer ſtranger to him. Yea faith the A- 
poſtle, bur I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the Church, 
Thu us agreat 9 ftery* but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and 
the Church, ver(.32. There's a Myſtery indeed, That 
Chriſt ſhould leaye his Father as it were, thatno com- 
munion of Chriſt with his very Father will ſerye him 
but in bis Church, that what ever Hveetneſs God will 
ive him.to taſte of, he muſt put it into-his Church,and ' 

et him taſte it there, that he is not ſatisfied with his Fa- | 
thers houſe and preſence in any other way of-enjoy- 
ment but in his Spouſe, and will leave it every other 
way, . but as he can have it and enjoy itin ber. This is 
wonderfully myſterious, and is @lirtle ſhadowed outin 
that common relation betiveen man and wife, where we 
find ſuch a kind of paſlage as this is. 

And this may be the reaſon why Chriſt deſireth that 
the love of God may be in then, even that very love 
wherewith God had loved him, Foh.17.26. That the 
love wherewith thou haft loved me, may be in them, /and 1 
in them, 1 would fain be in them, and yet I would loſe 
nothing of thee by it, therefore I would have that yer 
love wherewith thou haſt loved me, be;in them, that 
may find it there, As God hath placed all his laye in 

F Chriſt 


[34] SP TINT 
Ghrilt for us, and there we come to it: Sd Chriſt 
would have G' phaceal his lovein us for him;char he 
axed not goany further then'us for any thing of God. 
Chnſtknowerh that if he hath the love of God, he hath 
all z and that he would have in us, becauſe he would 
conſtantly and perfeRly be centred in us: Becauſe he 
would be fixed'there, fe would have every thing there 
that his: heart ican deſire , and that only 1s the loye 
wherewith God loved him, which he was contented tv 
part with, that he might take it up again. | 
\ This is the ſecond thing wherein the ftrength of 
Chrifts love appears, Hi deſire of union, which being ſo 
vaſt, what is the ſpring which nouriſheth it ? 6 
3. Theſtren h of Chriſts love appeareth yer fur- 
ther, in is readineſs to do any thing for them. ve is 
active, it is evcrin doing for that it loves according to 
the-degree of it. Now the greater -and more conſtant 
this -propenlity is, the /greater and ſtronger muſt that 
roorof love needs be #rom- whence it loweth. His 
OO to do for them appears in theſe three re- 
2 "What ever excellency was in him which mightido 


Funny, i od,he would pur forth to the urmoft : His wiſ- 
dom, hi tre pth, tis love, or what ever cle was pre- 


cious in him, he never ſpared, when they had need-of 
them. - Whatever hewas able ro do in himſelf,- he 
wy fure to do -for them , when 'their need /called 
or it. 
2. Whatever was dear to him, he would part with for 
them. He would let any thing gonouh never ſo plea- 
ſant) which he himſelf enjoyed, if thereby he might ad- 
vamagethem. Theglory he had with his Father before 
the world was, he layeth down for rheir ſakes : His 
dear 


CY 


[C35] 
dear life he counted not dear "N him, whenhe was to 
part with ir for ___ Ji Int.od. 5; 
a He would and til} will venture any thing for them, 

js choyceſt intereſt in God he hath and will hazard at 
any time to ſaye them : When God is moſt angry, he 
is not backward to ſtep/in-and defire him toſheathe his 
{word, for. he muſt not ſtrike them unleſs he ſtrike 
through/him firſt, which he knows he cannot, he will 
not do. Was it not a venturous thing for Aaron, when 
God was angry and executing vengeance, ta run ahd - 
ſtand between the living and the dead, to ftop God in the 
courfe of his wrath, to beat it back as.it were forcibly * 
yet Aaron was but a. type of Chriſt herein, who doth 
77 fame thing more effectually and powerfully every 
ay. 
f [He that will thus lay oat all; he that will thus loſe 
and part withall, He thar wilt not yer ſtiek'continually 
to.ventyre what he hath received ancw, hath certainly 
a ſtock of very-rich love, and greatſtore of it, 
I V. For the attings of his love, wherein bath the 
nature and ſtrengthof it will yer further appear, they 
are wonderful greatand ftrauge,: and thar 1t.we caplt- 
.derthem either in the varieties of /his conditions, 0x in 
the varieties of their conditions, for he is ſtill the ſame = 
in both, How ever his ſtate or heart was changed by 
the power of his condition, yet it was never changed to- 
wards them, when it moſt failed and fainted it remain- 
[ed in ſtrength of love tothem; and how ever they were 
- Changed either in themſelves or towards him, .yet 1t 
. - Could produce no other alteration in him towards them, 
then ſuch as proceeded from his love, and was profn- 
able for them. DS 4) | 1189") 
-.-14, Look on bim waiter the variety of his own.conditions. 
PI F 2 When 
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[136] 


© When he was in Heaven,: long before this world was 


made, he fell in love with thena there, The firſt fight 
his Farher' gave him of them raviſhed his heart;)! | His 
love then acted three ways, or expreſſed it {elf inthree 
things towards them. fa li 
x. In his defire to have them his wife, So-ſoon as ever 
he ſaw them, This :5,faith he, bone of my bone, and fe of 
my fleſb, This was taken out of me; this 15 patt of my 
ſelf, which muſt be again united to me. or I ſhall feel 
want. There is no helper to be found for me out of my 
ſelf, and this is that meer helper-in which my heart can 
alone find reſt. He knew her, ſoſoon as ever he beheld 
her, as the beloved of his Soul, and never did any more 
ardently or naturally ſeek room for his ſpirit in any 
thing, then he did for himſelf in her. ; 

2. | In undertaking all that God required thereto. He 
was content to ſcrve for his wife, (Facob's ſerving for 
his was bur a type hereof.) He was content to purchaſe, 
to buy his wife, and that with no fmall price: And he 
was content. to fight for her, after he had.done.it, he 
undertook to deal with all her enemics,. Sin, Devil, 
Death, Grave, Hell; and redeem her fromthemall. He 
did'ſo love her, that he was willing to rake the hardeſt 
waysthat could be to come by her, rather then go with- 
out her, His love would not ſuffer him to ſtand capi- 
tulating'upon the terms, bur ſo ſhe may be his, he careth 
not what he undertake or undergo for her, | 

3. In his delighting in her then. He did not grumble 
at the price when he began to conſider of it, he did not 
repent of the large offer he made for her, nor eve ſo 
much as ſaid ſhe coſt me too dear, bur it rejoyceth his 
heart to think on her, and-the ſight of her doth revive 


. bm more thenthe fight of the trouble, hardſhip and 


miſery 


C37] 
miſcry that-lies between FE and ther, and whichhe 
mult neceſſarily paſs through before” he can enjoy her. 
Prov, $..30, 31. Then'mas Thyhim, 8c. rejoycing in the 
habitable part of his Earth, and my delights were with the 
ſons of wey. This he did notwithſtanding he was then 
in Heaven, drowned inglorythere, and knew ſhe was 
to be found by him in this miſerable corrupted world, 
and in a moſt corrupt and miſerable condition init, yer 
the fight of his Spouſe is of ſuch vertue with him, that 
notwithſtanding this diſadvantage,it can adminiſter joy 
and dclight; to him even'in'the midſt of the fulneſs of 
the joys ot Heavens [i1/3!) halt 5075 1510996 00 2 

Again, Look on him' whey he. came into this world. 
Though he was to leave the glory of Heaven, after he 
had been ſo accuſtomed to the {weetneſs of it, yet he 
comes Skipping into it, Lo 7 come, ſaith he ; haſt thou 
prepared.me a body ? I will not delay'to take it up. And 
what made him ſo willing thereunto, but the ſtrength 
of his love to them for whoſe ſake he did it ? Thy Law 
1s inthe midſt of my bowels ,, what Law, but the Law of 
Love. to his Father and to his Spouſe? And his low 
and mean condition we never-find troubling of him, 
nor any affliction he- mer with, his love to them ſo 
ſweetened every thing he was to do for them. Yea that 
bitter cup at which he ſo ſtartled when he took ir, be- 
cauſe of 'that terrible gall and wormwaod wherewith 
it was filled, yet how did helong to drink it off for their 
ſakes | 1have a Baptiſm tobe baptized with, and how am 
I ftraitned till it be On” Methinks my bowels 
are bound up, I do not ſeem to my ſelf to have ex- 
prefled love enough to my els , Until I have 
done it. 

And while he was preſent here, he bent: himſelf to 
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[493) 
give forth and leave bainl Kimneftinionies of his love 


to all poſterity. ::|He:choſe acompany tes te 
be patterns-0f: his Rings towards allthis Saints, * ro the 
worlds end; who themlieclves were types of what his' 
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ny of Diſciples to 


Saints would be,: and'his- actings towards them were 
types of what he would a&-towards'his Saints,” which 
is not again; tobe done 'outwardly,/ bur is continually 
done by himiinwardlyin and towards his. Now con: 
ſider what theſe were; 'and how he behaved himſelf to- 
wardsthem. They were men full of weaknef, full of 
darkneſs ,full of paſſrans full of pride, often ſtriving who 
ſhould be greateſt, expecting fleſhly pomp and advan- 
tageby him, much failing in love to him, ( what, zo: 
watch with me one hour ? ) in Comuch' as they lefthim 
when he had moſt need of them, they hid themſelves 
trom him, they denyed him, they teared a lintke re- 
proach or danger-for his ſake, who feared: norhirig for 
theirs: And:yct howtender was he of 'them contthu- 
ally, not upbraiding them for their unkindneſſes, nor 
negleing any act of kindneſs rowards them. - After 
his Reſurre&ion he ſtayeth forry days from glory for 
their ſakes, ro ſarisfie them abour his/Reſurre&ion, and . 
his love tothem, and to give them full inſtructions a- 
bour the ordering of his Kingdom here on Earth , 
wherein their ſafery, peace and comforrt lay, 

And now he is in Heaven, he ſpends his whole time 
for them: He is taking up ſtill there what belongs to 
them. . He 1s _ all ſurmiſes from the heart of 
God, and daſhing all. pleas which the Deyil craftil 
and maliciowlly is ſtill entering in againſt them. He1s 
ſuing our warrants from God to have dayly beſtowed 
upon them what grace can do for them for the beft, ac- 
cording to their” conditions: And he ſends: his beſt 

friend, 


[39 ] 
friend, the Spigitz:out of hisows boſom to bring bim 
news how i fares with them; andto look to their hearts 
while they arc in-this world, and to be dayly Ong 
them up to blefledneſs. And, methinks, Theat Chri 
ever. and anon renewing his charge, as he ſends him ; 
Go, look ro my little ores, fer: they mant wothing that thou 
ranſt do for om : Ser that thry mant mo light 1% that dark 
world $ iy proteray are : See they want no bife-in the midſt 
of that dead world : See they want no comfort an the midſt 
of thoſe diftreſſes, which it pleaſeth my F ather to exerciſe 
them with, Go and bear with therr unkind attings 10wards 
thee, Conſider where they are, conſider what they are, conſi- 
der what they ſuffer, and deal gently with them for wy ſake, 
and what affronts they put upon thee, or what injuries they 
offer thee, I will make up to thee, as I have already done un- 
to my Father, I i mo 

2. Look onthe attings of. his love towards them under 
the variety of their conditions. | | 


Firft; 1n their unconverted eſtate, in that moſt loathſom 
eſtate wherein he findeth them lying, before he bring- 
cth them home to God : His heatt doth not then loath 
them, but is pitying them, and.contriving how he may 
bring them home with moſt advantage ; Other ſheep 7 
have which are not of this fold, thews alſo 1 muſt bring, 
Foh. 10. 16. He ſhews where his heart was, when he 
faid little, namely upon his ſheep, his loſt theep, his 
ſcattered :ſheep:;, about bringing: them into the fold 
wherethey:may be {ate and at reft. 

24, In their converted eſtate, and their ſeveral turns and 
changes there, In alltheir fickneſſes, in all tlicir relapſes, 
;n eats which befall them by their own tol- 
ly, in all their ful a7;ngs againſt God, in all their 


unkind atings towards him, inthe midſt (which goeth 
| moſt 
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as think a good thought of t 


AMS... 
moſt to his! heart} of their grieving of his holy Spirit, 


when they are/ſtubborn het Pong a& moſt 


unthankfully,- when they will not truſt him, nor by.no 
means be-perſwaded of. the love he beareth towards 
them, but arc interpreting that ill which he intended 
well, ſtriving againſt all. the good which he is doin 
them,;and doing that moſt eagerly which his Soul mo 
abhorreth in'them,  yetthen, cventhen'is he doing for 
them the beſt offices of love which poſſibly can be 
done. As they then moſt need the care, love and ten- 
derneſs of Chriſt, ſo he will be ſure then to lay it out 
for them. And when ar anytime he worketh inthem, 
by his own x cn what is pleafing in his eyes, he attri- 
buteth it ro them, and accepteth it from them, as if it 
were their own. Indeed they do nothing, not ſomuch 
| COD but he dothall 
in them, and yer he artributcth all ro them. If He put it 
into their hearts, and enable them ro feed or clothe any 
of his, he ſerteth it upon: their account, and $42 an 
high account too, . even as their feeding and clothing of 
him. -He thinks no ill:of them, he interprets every thing 
inthe beſt kind concerning them, He loves them ſo as 
nothing in them or from them can mitigate his affe&i- 
on to them,” or hinder him from doing 'the urmoſt he 
can for their good, He takes occaſion from all their un- 
lovelineſs to ſtir up his heart to acts of love towards 
them ſuitable to: thar their ſtate, bur never [to decline 
thereby from them, Here is love indeed. It would be 


. ro0 tedious to inſtance in the ſeveral acts in the ſeveral 


kinds of it, as in uy in care, in bounty, in delight,&c. 
wherein the high and. noble ſtrain of his love doth on 
every occaſion put forth it ſelf,; Let it ſuffice therefore 
to have given alittle toucharir. 


Y. For 
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V. For the manner of his ating love, Love aeth in 
him this fourfold way, or he performeth the acts of 
love after this fourfold manner, Primarily, Purely,S uit- 
ably, and Fervently, | . 

1, Primarily, He is firſt in love,and firſt in every a& 
of love. What he ſpeaketh of that one a of love,viz. 
of Eleftion, Joh.15.16. Te have not choſen me,but I have 
choſen you, he was firſt in it, is true of every at elſe. He 
doth not ſtay for acts of love from us, before he per- 
formeth acts of love to us, but we love him becauſe he 
loved us firſt, and we perform acts of love to him, be- 
cauſe we firſt learned them of him. As Chriſt learned 
his love of the Father, ſo we learn our love of Chriſt. 
Yea before we can perform any a& of love to him, 
there muſteveral acts of love go forth from him ro- 
wards us: he muft.both give us the grace, and quicken 
' it, and drawitforth whenſoeyer we ac any thing with 
affection towards him. They are not our prayers that 
move him, but his love is before them, ( and yet whar 
can move him more? ) but it is his love, the ſpirit of 
| his love from and according to his love, that teacheth, 
euideth and enableth us to pray. es 

2. Purely, not with by-ams or by-ends concerning 
himſelf, bur as he loves with pure affetion, ſo he loves 
in a pure manner. As his love is ſpiritual love,ſo it acts 
ſpiritually, it hath no by-ends, no by-ways, bur all its 
motions are like it ſelf. Its purity diſcovercth it ſelf in 
theſe three reſpects. 

I. It will do nothing to diſhonour God through love 
tothem. Though Chriſt love them unſpeakably, ex- 
ceedingly deſiring their happineſs and his enjoyment 
of them, yet he will not intrench upon God in the leaſt, 
in cficing of it. Lo 1 come, 1 delight to do thy will, O my 

| G God. 
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[42 J 
God. And again, 1 ds always the things which pleaſe him. 
: 4 Fu 


And when he ſpeaks of having finiſhed his cou 


171 haveglorified thy Name, ſaith he. Though he was 
always full of affe&ion of ſtrength to them, and did 
every _ ingreatlove to them, yet jr never carried 
him aſide trom the-honour of his Fathers Name. 
2. It will negle& nothing that may be for their good, 
though it never ſo much offend them. If they want « 
chiding, if they want reproof, if they want rods, yea if 
they want ue arent they ſhall have them : And it they 
row froward and cry out, Chriſt doth not loye me, 
or if he did he could not thus deal with me, all this 
(hall not ſave themy,” but he will laſh and ſting them ſo 
much the more, not out of ill will or paſhon, but be- 
cauſe the condition of their froward ſpirits requireth ſo 
much the more, which cannot ( as the ſtate ſtands) be 
abated without prejudice, - Chriſt doth not love them 
with a doting love, to let them ſee nothing but what 
they will call ads of loye, bur he will dothat which he 
knoweth to be an a& of love, how ever they inter- 
pret it. Py pz & wad Leone 
3- It will do nothing -which -may-be for their hut. 
Though they arc apr to nouriſh humors, yet Chriſt 
will never be drawn, through his love to them, to nou- 
riſh thoſe humors. Hence it is that the Soul though it 
beg never ſo hard for ſome one mercy, and char a ſpi- 
ritual mercy, ufing all its intereſt in Chriſt to obtain it, 
yet (in ſome caſes) it can by no means come neer it, but 
the mercy doth as it were run the further from him, b 
how much the more he ſecketh it. This Sroctillach 
from the purity of the loye of Chriſt, who knoweth 
what condition they arc/in, and how ill this mercy 
would ſuit rhem ip their preſent condition. Perhaps it 
would 


& 7 
would feed ſome luſts IP they are not aware ) 
which ſtand ready to prey upon' it, and fatten them- 
ſelves with. it,ſo ſoon as itſhould be given in: Perhaps 
it would lift them up in their own thoughts, and ſo (ei- 
ther that or ſome other way) interrupt their naked de- 
pendance upon God, and any ſuch evil conſequence 
(which they may norfear, bur ſuppoſe that the mercy 
it ſelf n_— preſerve them from) would do them more 
_ then the enjoyment of the mercy could do them 

004d, .- 4.44 | 

; 3. 'Suitably. Chriſt puts forth ſuch acts of love and 
ſo,astheirneed requireth. Sometimes he purteth forth 
aasof pity, ſometimes acts of help, ſometimes acts of 
delight : Notall at all times, bur whar our preſent eſtate 
and every thing conſidered together doth call for. The 
not underſtanding of this cauſeth'Chriſtians ſo often to 
queſtion the love of Chriſt towards them :' If he be not 
continually putting forth acts of delight in them, and 
giving teſtimonies of ſweetneſs to them, they are apt to 
think'that his love ar leaſt declines 5 whereas there are 
heart-workings of love-in Chriſt which they cannot 
pou (buronly know by faith that they muſt needs 

) nor is it fir"that they ſhould perceive-them, in the 
condition that they ſometimes are in: But as Chriſt 
hath revealed his love to be ever conſtant and ſtrong 
to them, ſothey ſhould ever beleevcitto beſoz/ and it 
isthe glory of faith ſo'to judg oof ir, when as nothing of 
it appears inthe view of f{enſe.. To what:end hath God 
given them faith, if they notwithſtanding eſteem of 
things by and according to ſenſe © Burt whatever con- 
dition they are'in, though Chriſts love may not difcc- 
ver it {elf to them in the way they expect and deſire, 
yet it always gocth forth in the moſt ſuitable way. ” 

Ct 4 a 
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_ all their miſeries he & not a pitying them, but bearing 
them company ; He bears their burdens with them, he 
helps them, he ſupports them, he contrives and proſe- 
cures their reſcue and redemption; and if. he may not 
do it openly, yet he will not fail to doit effecually, 
though lecretly and unſeen by them. What ever their 
diſtreſs be, whether outward or inward, whether by fin 
from within, or by affliction from without, even when 
they have caughta grievous fall by their own folly and 
head-ſtrongneſs, yet -eventhen is he mourning over 
them, and confidering how hegnay raiſe them up again 
with moſt advantage. Rejoyce not againſt me, O mine 
enemy, though I fall, I ſhall riſe again. Tn our loweſt ebb 
he is certainly thus with us, doing this for us, though 
we cannot poſhbly imagine ; Nevertheleſs 1 am ſtill with 
thee, thou holdeſt me by my right hand, ſaid the Spirit of 
Chriſt in Davrd, ' when he had ſeemed to himſelf neg- 
ke&ed and removed from:the care and love of God be- 
ond the common ſort of the world. 1n their weakneſſes 
be is ſtill condeſcending to them, he bears with all their 
infirmiries,' yea he apologizeth-for them in-his-own 
-heart, The fri indeed is willing, ' but the fleſh us weak - 
 Heconfidereth both whar frail fleſh they are, and what 
a ſtrong body of corruption hangeth about. them in 
this their weak eſtate. IYhen ever they do well, he is de- 
lighting inthem : | A father will not ſtroke or be plea- 
fant with his child when he behaveth him{elf umo- 
wardly, Chriſt knoweth it is unfit to o__ delight in 
them then, Therefore Chriſt telleth his Diſciples inthe 
xo verſe of this 15 Chapter of Fohy, that if they kept 
his Commandments they ſhould abide in his love, that 
is (in part) in the ſenſible expreſſions of it, they ſhould 
£nd him delighting in them, verſ.11. ' 


4. Fer- 
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4. Fervently, He performeth every a& of love in a 
warm mannerz He burneth, his heart boileth in every 
act of love. As hisloveis ſtrong, ſo he performeth 
every ad of love with the ſtrength of it. His bowels 
yernand roul within him, when he pities, He helpeth 
with all his might: He vehemently gaſpeth after union 
with them, and enjoyment of them : He delighterh in 
them with his whole heart and with all his Soul, His 
heart leapeth within him in as of delight; He never 
expreſſeth more to them then is in his heart, nay he ne- 
ver expreſleth ſo much, he letteth them only ſee what 
is profitable for them to ſee, This is the manner of the 
acting of Chriſts love. . And thus we ſce the-love of 
Chriſt, after a ſort, in a weak dark manner, opened. 

Behold then the Rule ye are to ſet before you, the 
Copy which ve are to write after in loving one another. 
Thus hath Chriſt loved his, and thus are they who are 
Chriſts to loye one another, which to imprint the better 
I ſhall a little briefly recite, as | 

i, With a love of this nature ; not with carnal love, 
but with ſpiritual love; not with the love of your own 
old nature, but with the love of the new nature z not 
with your own natural affection which ye have from 
Adam, but with that new affection which God hath gi- 
ven you from and in Chriſt. 

2, Upon ſuch grounds. Not for the lovelineſs of 
their perſons, the ſweetneſs of their diſpoſition and car- 
riage,or their kindneſs to you or yours, &c. Alas,theſe 
are too carnal grounds for that love, which is truly ſpi- 

ritual, to move upon : Theſe may move your natural 
affections, ( and thoſe indeed ſuch kind of: things as 
theſe ſhould move,) but the love, which is here called 
for, is ſpiritual, and ſo muſt the grounds be, even 
G 3 {uch 
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ſuch as Chriſts 'own love; moveth upon, as 


. The Fathers love to them,. and Chriſts love tothem, Tf 
thou partakeſt of the divine nature, and haſt the ſame 
love with the Father and with Chriſt, let it follow them 
in ating. Love whart they. love, and love becauſe 
they love. THE 

* The Fathers will and Chriſts will, that thou ſhouldſt 
love them; Letthat Will which is the Former of thy 
love bethe guide and ground of thy love. 

Their relatton to the Father and to Chrift, yea and to 
thee too-inthe Spirit and Body of Chriſt. As thy love 
is ſpiritual, ſo thou mayſt found it upon thy ſpiritual 
relation. 

Their likeneſs to the Father and to Chriſt, yea and to 
thy ſelf too in that which is beſt in thee. 

If thy love be not ſpiritual, -and faſtened upon ſpiri- 
rual grounds, it will not laſt. If thou loveſt them for 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition,nay for the gifts of God which 
appear in them , when theſe ſhall ar any time fail, thy 
love wanting its ground-work, will allo fail: but if it 
be well-founded, it will then be as firm and as full as 
ever, when all ſuch conſiderations and motives fink 

from under it. O take heed of loving Saints for gifts, 
not for meer grace ; orfor the outward lively aQtings 
of grace, not for the inward ſubſtance of grace intheir 
hearts, 

3. With ſuch ſtrength of love. Come as neer the 
degree of Chriſts love towards them, as thou canſt. Ler 
thy well-wiſhes be large tewards them, (be ever pray- 
ing for them,)thy defire of union and communion with 
them ſtrong,thy readineſs to do them good(even to the 
laying down of thy life for them) grear. 

4. Let the actings of thy love remain vigorous to- 


wards 
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wards them in all the varieties of thy conditions, and in 


all the varieties of their conditions. We are very unlike 
Chriſt in this reſpe&, Our own conditions ſeldom 
change, our brethrens conditions ſeldom change, bur 
our love varicth towards them. 

5. Love inſuch a manner as Chriſt did. Be firſt i» 
love, Aim ata precedency in all the acts of love,” who 
ſhall firſt pity, and who ſhall firſt pardon,8c, Do nor 
ſtay for the workings of their affeQtions to meaſure or 
let out thine by, ( this is a rule corrupt nature hath ſer 
UP, not grace, ) but kindle and inflame theirs by. 
Tune, 

And be ſure to love purely. Love one another with a 
pure heart. Never diſhonor God, never do any thing 
which may hurt them, by any a& of love, Never for- 
bear doing them good for fear of croſſing them. Croſs 
them as much as thou wilt, ſo thou manage it with wiſ- 
dom and tenderneſs proportionable for their good. 
Let all thy oppoſitions againſt them appear to be the 
oppoſitions of love, formed by love, brought forth 
with love, and only continued in love. Sweet and 
wholeſom are choſk wounds which love meaſures 
our. 

And a& love whgh W hen they are in diſtreſs, pity 
them : When thou ſeeſt them heavy loaden, og to 
bear their burden with them, Bear ye one anthers bur- 
dens, and ſo fulfil the Law f Chriſt, (this is a great part 
of the Law of this Love, which is Chriſts Law, which 
is his Commandment, the bearing of one anothers 
weights and preſſures, whether of {fin or ſorrow.) 
Wherein they are over-layd' bear for them, wherein 
they are weak bear with them,condeſcend to their Jow- 


neſs, to their ſhallownels, in the things of God ; what 
S 


is above their —_— ph not admit them unto by no 
means, how angry ſocver they may be thereupon ,; him 
that is weak in the faith receive, but not to donbiful diſp u- 
zations,not to the judging and diſcerning of ſuch things 
as require a greater ſtrength of eye-ſight then is diſ- 
nſed to him. Where thou ſeeſt their hearts a&t plain- 

y towards God, expreſs delight in them, bur take heed 
of manifeſting delight in them when they are ſtubborn 
ro Chriſt : for thou art not left at liberty to a&t love to 
them as thou ſhalt think good, butin a way ſuitable to 
their conditions. When thou ſeeſt the fleſh prevail in 
them, thou muſt warn and check them, and complain 
to the Church of them if need-be. Thos ſhalt not hate 
thy brother in thine heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not ſuffer ſin upon him, Levit.19. 17. So 
when thy brother offends thee, thou art firſt to tell him 
of his fault between him and thee, then to take two or 
three with thee, and at laſt ro acquaint the Church with 
it, Mat.18. This is not to be done {imply to get thy ſelf 
ig hted, bur rather in love to thy brother, for the-good 
of whoſe Soul ( as well as for the peace and ſafety of 


the Church) this Ordinance is appointed. But there is 
a vaſt difference berween theſe things being done from 


the truth and purity of love, and from a fleſhly ſelfiſh 
ſpirit, the one ſeeking its brother, the other it (elf in 
theſe things. 
Actlove alſo fervently, Let love burn within,and let 
all the motions and operations of it come forth boilin 
hot. Pity fervently, pray fervently for them, pur fort 
thy helping hand wah ardency of affe@ion. Let there 
be ſuch an heat in the ſpirit as may cauſe the whole 
courſe of love ſweetly and warmly to flow from the 
new nature, that the motions and operations of it may 


not 


049, 

not.come unkindly- and coldly forced out of. the old 
- nature. . 1s any afflidted,and 1 burn not # ſaith Paul: and 
how was he.in travel again; with: the Galatians * 'Love 
one another with a pre veants fervently.) 1 |, 1 
- aſtly,Be ſure thou let nothing in orifromthem' mi- 
tigatc thine affections towards. them... It mayimirigate 
thy expreſſions in ſome kinds, but, it may not Jull 
thine afteQions, but whet and ſharpen themto firthem 
for that which.is now; proper for them! . Though thy 
brother treſpaſs aoxinſ thee, .thou;muſt:nort be provo- 
ked by him, bur forgive him till ſeventy times-ſeven 
rimes, Seventy times ſeven times treſpaſs of thy bro- 
ther againſt thee, muſt.not put thee out of a forgiving 
remper towards/him,; but. thou'mult be.as ready, na 
| dem to forgive, then-he can be proneto 0 hd; 

Thou muſt not ſay 'tis careleſſneſs or obſtibacy inhim; 
or he myght have ayvoyded.it if he would, no notathis 
ſeventy leventh time of his treſpaſſing againſt rhee, bur 
thou ſhouldſt be. as ready to forgive him as thou waſt 
or couldſt be the firſt time. = We ſhould not be mur- 
muring againſt any miſcarriages of: our brethren, bur 
bleſs God who hath taught us and given us grace to pi- 
ty them, to. p ray forghem, and to. be otherwiſe ſweerly 
and meekly he prul to:them in love, towards: raiſing 
and reſtoring of them, And thus the firſt Queſtion is 
diſpatched, How Chriſt loveth the Saints ? The ſecond 
is ROW ro,cnſue, which IS, ADELE ©3212 Ya 

Thy the heart of Chriſt is ſo much in this thing? why 
of all Commandments Chriſt picketh out this Com- 
mand as his,and driveth it home in ſuch a forcible man- 
ner upon them, as here he doth 2 

Anſ. It. is not for nothing, or upon no conſiderarti- 
on that the Spirit of Chriſt is thus earneſt, for there is a 


 . weight 
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© which draweth him. 

*concernment in this 

=T leaſed to minifter 
od, and i in reſpe&t 


g's aktiſec of, as po m 
" aiongE] ;- which C 
by. him, and charborh in res of 
ofthe iefelf/.0 30:1 
in reſþett of of God." There are ſome confiderations in 
referenceto ,hich cannot but incline Chriſts heart 
yery much unto ir "Y 
1. .Chriſts hearvis T5 fo muchupon this thing, be- 
cauſe the heart'of God'is ſomuchin it. Chriſt came 
but as: Gods Miniſter, and gave Commandments in 
Gods Name;+{The words which he ſpake, and the 
commands which he-gave,” were not his own primary 
bur his that ſent himi;as he often faith!” Now the A 
(wholay in Chiſts boſom,and was continually Tec arch- 
ing into his heart, and learning the mindof Goa there) 
expreſly telleth us, that this is Gods Commandmenr, 
This « his Commandment. that we ſhould 'baeeve' on the 

Name of his Sou Fefue Chr , anlove one another, as he 
gave us Commandment 1 oh.$:24.' There were two 
things-which Chriſt eſpecially applyed himſelFunrd , 
firſt to-bring men to belecye on him; and afterwardsto 
love. _ qpiqher, aſp you ready was, Ew 2a 

re-the eſpecia j S WHIC require T 
_ 6rſt Gods "chick Comminiditets- and then 
Chrifts chicf Commandments. 

\ 2. Becauſe it is ſo much forthe honour of God./To 
have his children, his family full of love, living in love, 
acing love in ſtrength one towards another, 1s greatly 
for his honour. It is adiſhonour to a Maſter ofa fami Y 
to have his ſervants quarrelling, and his children falling 
out. It doth not become the God of Love to have his 
children deſtitute of or ſhortin love, eſpecially one a- 


mong 
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mong another, Hatred -becomerh the:Devil and the = 
men of this world, bur it is a diſhonour t9'God to have 
i» found in hiscbildten towards one another, : Chriſt 
came with» love; and Chriſt: came/to give and teach 
love,” and it is an: honourable badg'ot them who are 
| caught by him: to-know God and/his Goſpel: It is an 

honour to them, ian honour to him who: hath rhus 
dignified and qualified them, » 7 1 #4 | 

| —_ of the duty it ſelf , There are ſome conftder- 
ations there too, which were greatattractives in the eye 
and to the heart of Chriſt, to move himvehemently ro 
defire it in them, and ſo ftrialy ro cnjoynitto them, as 
namely, 'Itsexcel/encyin its ownnature, / its comlinefs in 
them, and its profitableneſs both to: them- and others. 
_ Chriſt loving them ſo much, cannot bur muck defirery 
find in them, that which is exceeding excellent,' thar 
which is ſowondrous comely; and that. which cannot 
but be ſo richly:profitable wherefocyer itis. 1 
I. Itisa duty of a moſt excelent nature. Love is the 
moſt excellent of all graces, (the Apoſtle ranks ir in the 
firſt-place Vf the moſt .choyce graces, "the. greateſt 
whereof he affirmeth1o be love,'r Cor.13.1 3.) there- 
fore the aGtings of love muſt-needs be the moſt excel- 
lent of all atings. 'That grace which is of the moſt ex- 
cellent nature, and which hath the ſtrongeſt influence 
into all thework:we are todo for God, is loye; and 
anſwerably the aQings of love have rhe moſt noble and 
lively operations inthem.”: It is both the moſt quicken- 
ing and-moſt mortifying grace, having leaſt of ſelf, - 
moſt of God init. Faith gocth out much tor{elt- (for 
own ſafety and ſalvation, for the ſupply of-irs own 
wants) bur love always for another. And 1nloving one 
another, the cleareſt;pureſt and excellente(t acts of love 
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do ſhoot” forth" becauſe. KS] Often appeareth that in 
this obje&-which would take away or at leaſt ſtop love 
inits current; if it were not very clear, pure:and excel- 
lent, Thereare always infirmities there atleaſt, if not 
corruptions,and perhaps unkind:aftings towards us alſo, 
which have too too much influence-upon the beſt in 
damping their love. Gad is \uchan obje@of love,that 
even the eye of Nature (cethlovelinc(s in him, and call. 
cthi for love towards. him, and that'ſo ſtrongly, that it 
hideth the natural enmity that is in men againſt him 
from their owneyes,in ſo muchas they think they love 
him;and cannot butove him, though 1n truth they hate 
him : butas forthe-Saints, -there are abundance of un- 
lovely things in them, - hardly any thing lovely but the 
grace of Chriſt, and commonly that alſo covered with 
much unloyelineſs. 

There is likewiſc uſually that in this obje& of love, 
which moſt ſetteth off the actings of faith. What is it 
moſt commends the a&ings of faith, but its duration 
and activity in the midſt of. that which is contrary and 
dangerous to it? As when Gad:diftreſſerh; the Soul 
appearing as an enemy;ſcemirig evento kill faith it ſelf; 
taking away all viſible.ground of hope in him, for faith 
now to continue, yea and ac} ſtill in ſtrength, excced- 
ingly commends: the vertue and: excellency of. its. na- 
ture. : Why loyehath4þisryal yery frequensly, It hath 
frill almoſt ſomewhat ot other n;the Sans! to flacken 
it; if not quite to cat it Out ;/ much'unlovelineſs.of their 
own ap + magrar Iitle loveline(s of grace, yea 
and perhaps. that little grace hid too, :and| nothing but 
corruptian viſtble ; :So-thar love towards: this, objet 
thus held on, is an excellent duty indeed-,,| 1c) (+ 11) 1 

2. Itis a comely duty. 0 how omel is it for brethren 

t0 


Op Er T7 _ 
to live together in unity,to love and chetiſh one another ! 
| There arc.two things which-much adorn Religion, 
obedience to God, and love to 'our brethren;  Itis an 
uncomely _ ſee men fall out becauſe they are of 
one nature, which'ts a ſtrong bond of agreement, yea 
ſtronger and more extenſive then is in the reſt of the 
creatures : but O how uncomely is it to ſce Saints fall 
out, who meet inthe bonds of ſo excellent .a'nature as 
theirs is ! To ſec the world hate them, and make a prey 
of them, is no more wonder, then to ſee a Wolf perſe- 
cute and prey upon a Lamb: yet if they were of the 
world, the world would loye them ; 1f ye were of the 
world,the world would love its own, Joh.15.19, Itis ſuch 
a piece of uncomelineſs as the world is: aſhamed to be 
guilty of, not to love its own; do ye not ſee every 
thing, throughout the world, tender of its own © how 
much more uncomely is it for you, who have a cloſer 
union then this: world knoweth of, to hate one an- 
other ! ; 

Every nature hath a love proportionable-ſuited to it, 
which is comely, and the centrary whereof is uncome- 
ly. This is the moſt excellent nature ,” {nd therefore' 
haththe higheſt love ſuired roir,and the'gfeateſt come- 
lineſs attends it, and the contrary thereunto muſt needs 
be moſt uncomely. 0 how comely is it for brethren to live 
together in unity : for Jews, fox true Jews, who are 
brethren in Chriſt, to live together in the union and 
love. of Chriſt, who'can expreſs how comely, how 
ſweet, how pleaſant it is * 

3... It is a profitable duty. As it is of the moſt excel- 
lent nature of all graces,” ſo ir'is the moſt profitable, 
bringing forth fruit anſwerable ro the exccllency of its 

nature.lt is profitable to others, It is profitable tothem- 
ſelves. Ir 
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TR 
' Ttis profitable to others, Ja that to all ſorts of men 
whatſoever, whether a friend or an enemy, whether in 
an unconverted eſtate, or in what condition ſoever be- 
ing converted, "4 FE TIONLTH 
-.1, Tomen in an\unconverted eſtate. There is a 
double profit may ariſe unto them from the aCtings of 
love. . 
I. It will make them take more notice of Chriſt and 
of his ways. This kind of love exerciſed among the 
Saints, will make the world begin to perceive that their 
life is more ſublime and weighty, then the life which is 
inthe world is: it will help to convincethem and force 
them to ſee whattheir eyes are ſhut againſt, namely the 
reality of the life and power of Chriſt, and thetruth of 
their relation to him. By the ſhall all men know that 1 
are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to another, Jo 
13, 35« | 
Ky ic exerciſed towards the world ( as it cannot but 
break forth that way alſo ) it cannot but melt them, 
Harſh ways harden, but ſweer ways melt, Paſſion 
breaking end ſeldom doth good, but acts of affeQion 
are very powerful. This is a a eg of fire upon 
their head, which will aſſuredly melt them arlaſt, Row. 
12.20. for none is able to ſtand before the inchant- 
ments of the truth and-power of love, Yea this, the 
very worlds fight of the exerciſe of love of the bre- 
thren. among themſelves, may in a great degree pro- 
duce, though not o fully as if it were exerciſed much 
and ſeveral ways towards the world it ſelf. 

2. To men inaconvented eſtate. There is nothing 
more uſeful tothem, in what: condition ſoever they be, 
then love, Whar ever faith n4elt can do for them, love 
muſt quicken and-give yent to, Faith worketh by love. 

Love 


—_ 

Love, as it is generally ſcrviceable. and profitable, fo 
eſpecially to fellow-Saints, andtothem: it cannot but 
be profitable, what everthey be, -where ever they be, 
however it be with them. - Be they weak or ſtrong, 
ſtanding or falling, ſweet orſullenintheir ſpirits, any 
other way rightly tempered or diſtempered, however 
inclined or acted, love rightly going forth towards 
them,ls very fit to do them good, which will cafily ap- 
pear. if we conſider theſe fey properties.in love. 

x. It hath an edifying property. The great uſe both of 
offices and gifts.1n the Church, is the edification of the 
Church: but love is more profitable to edification 
then all gifts whatſoever. The Apoſtle ſetteth up pro- 

phecying above all other gifts in this reſpeR; and yer 


bl 


layeth that alſo flat before love, 1 Cor.13. We donot 
take a right courſe, ſo much to bewail the loſs of gifts, 
we ſhould firſt and chiefly bewail the loſs of love. We 
might do well enough withour gifts, if we had but love 
enough: bur we could not poſſibly edifice without love, 
had we never {5 many gifts, They are not gifts fimply, 
bur grace which edifierh, which love is, whereas gil 
are not ſo: And gifts when they do edifie muſt be ſub- 
ordinated under. and ordered by grace. . Iris not thy 
gift, but the grace of Chriſt in thy brother, which ma- 
keth him edifie by thy gift. Therefore. though thy gift 
be never ſo large, and never ſo well improved and em- 
ployed, yer if the heart of thy brother be not1n a gra- 
cious frame, he is not edified thereby. Yea further, it is 
not the learning more of the knowledg 8 myſteries of 
Chriſt(which is the proper end of gifts)but love which 
edifieth 3 A'man may be felled up by knowledg, bur 
itis love whereby he both edifieth and is edified, Know- 
lede puſfeth up, bus love edifieth, Itis not ſimply the ap 
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£56) 
of a gift, buttlie- gracious uſe of ir, the uſe of it in love 


edifieth,' in ſo much as that a little delivered ina 


(weet gracious manner, will edifice much more then a 


greatdeal delivered by vertue of a gift, Gifts without 
grace diſpoſe us: rather to ſlight and caſt off perſoris, 
r 


nto take that pains which is neceſſary to edification, 


the will whereunto, and kill wherein, only love 


hath. ” 
2. It hath an afsting property. Love isever ready to 
aid and affiſt. Love will ſer its ſhoulder to every bur- 


den, lend its hand to eyery work. What is there, or 
- there be to be done, which love will not help to 

(08-48 | | 

. Ir hath an encoxreging and ftrenethening property. 
—_ delighteth to eg eo 2 
the faint and the weak, Weak Saints may make at 
uſe of a Soul, where there is much love. Thus Chriſt 
taught Peter by the exerciſe 'of his own love to him, 
When thou art converted ftrengthen thy brethren, _ 
4+ ' It hath a recovering property. What made God re- 
cover ſinners, but his love « Had he not loycd them, he 
would have let them lie for ever in their loſt cſtate : 
And he who hath the (ame love in him, cannot reſt till 
he hath raiſed and reſtored his fallen brother. | Into 
what traveling pangs did love put Paul in for the Gala- 
tians, towards the recovery of them ? 
5 | It hath a communicative property, and thatin a ſweet 
diſtilling way: ” Love js ever communicative z it will 
reſerve nothing, but impart every thing. God lovin 
his, can withhold nothing from them. This maket 
love (o edifying, : becauſe .it cannot but impart whatſo- 
ever.it hath.that may tend to cdification,or to the good 
of another in any kind. And it doth not barcly impart, 

| 7... but 


[57] 
buriio the ſweeteſt-way : It doth; diſtill and drop into 
another, making inſcnſible ——_ ;/ ſtealing 'into 
the heart and overcoming'it before the party is aware. 
Loye hath every property ſuitable to communicative- 
neſs, and to-a ſweet way of communication, as in the 
Apoſtles deſcriptionot it, in. 1 Cor.13. may eafily be 


- 


Thus uſeful and profitable to others, is love, - 

 Anditis alſo profitable unto themſelyes. The prac- 
riſe of this duty of love tothe brethren, is very profit- 
able to them in whom.it is, and from whom ir iſſueth, 
which may evidently appear in theſe ſeveral particulars 

following. | ant 20 
I, It will teach them to love both God and Chriſt 
inthe fulleſt manner. Our happineſs confiſteth in lo- 
ving of God: The knowledg of God is but. a means 
to make us loye him : It is not either Gods bare know- 
ing of us, or our bare knowing of him, which moſt ad- 
vantageth or ſatisficth either, but the meeting of our 
affeions together , which all the diſcoveries and 
knowledg of each other do but make way for. And 
there would be no want of anything tous, were there 
not want of loye in us: There is life enough in God, 
and were there but love I us;-wc could not bur 
draw out and take in cnoughof it. -The Lord thy God 
will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all ys , 
that thou mayſt live, Deut.30,6. | There would be ino 
want of ſpiritual life in us, or of the motions of. this 
life in and towards God, were there not a want of love 

unto him, | 
Now loving of the brethren will teach ys to love 
God : both becauſe there is that more abundantly in 
God which we love in them, _ becauſe in him ut is 
purc 
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winthem. If welove theimage though ſofull of ſpots, 
bow: can 1ve chuſe but love the ſubſtance, which'is 
without any-ſpors,, much mores He that-loverh him 
which begets, loveth that which is begotten: and by 
loving that which is begotten, he groweth more and 
more in loye with that which did beget. The frequent 
practife of love towards that which is weak and im- 
perfect, will advantage it both in $kill and ſtrength to- 
wards that which is perfe& and compleatly able to re- 

ceive and anſwer all the touches of it. wil 
2, Itwill teach them to interpret things well from 
God. This one thing doth us moſt harm of any thing, 
our harſh interpretations of the good ways of God to- 
wards us. Itis notonly very unnatural and unkind in 
us, and moſt irkfom tothe heart of God, but it is alſo 
moſt prejudicial ro us.for ina degree(ſo far aS it goeth) 
it wit h our ſpirits from the fountain of our life 
and ſtrength : Ir puts aſtopto our ſpirits in our draw- 

ing of that, which atthattime we moſt want. 

Nowlove tothe brethren will teach us otherwiſe : 
for this ever accompanicth love, namely, a good inter- 
pretation of rhe actions of thoſe we'love, Let any one 
tel! us of what an il turg our friend hath done us; 
Surely he did it not, faith Love; or If he did it, it was 
with no-ill intent rowards me.z Though it hath proved 
al, heintendedit wel: Lovethinketh noevil, 1Cor: 13.5. 
yer verk, py. 1tbelerveth all things, it hopeth all things, 
Thoughſenfe and experience ſay otherwiſe, yet if farh 
or hope can nor a good interpretation upon it, it will 
recopve it; if it can but find any ground to beleeve -0- 
werwiſe, or to hope otherwiſe, n 15ghad of it : andir is 
a very had caſe wherein there is roomneither for fairch 
| nor 
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nor hope. Loves very 5...” WR of any ill (though 
God continually found the wm a lying generation, 
whoſe heart was not right with him, neither were they ever 
ſftedfaft in his Covenant, yet his love made him upon all 
ſay and think concerning them, Surely they 
are chilren that will not lye, Iſai.63.8.) Where we are 
ſo apt toſurmize or beleeye ſutmiles, there muſt needs 
be great want of love. 

Bur how doth this teach us to interpret things well 
of God « Why thus. A manthat accuftomerh himſelf 
ro interpret things well concerning his brother (hall 
find very great benefit in it. He ſhall find himſelf deli- 


vered from many harſh and evil thoughts of his bro- 


ther, which otherwiſe would attend him : He ſhall find 

many times how he had wronged his brother, if he had 

judged otherwiſe z and though his brother ſhould 
prove faulty at lengrh, yet it will be time enough to 

judg itſorhen, Why now, hath he not much more 

cauſe of interpreting things well from God ? Cannor 

a man repent of interpteting things well of his brother, 

and ſhall he ever repent of interpreting things well of 
God » Beſides, the practiſe of this duty towards his 

brother, will enforce him to obſerve i in the' fame 

degree atleaſt, if not further, towards his God alſo. 

Shall a man not dare to belceve any thing ill of his bro- 

ther,unril it evidently appear,and ſhall he judg his God- 
ſo ſoon as Satan puts him upon it . 

3. Itwill teach them to bear any thing from Gods 
hand. We ſhall have enough to bear from our bre- 
thren, and yet love will not refuſe to bear, be it never 
ſo much : Love beareth all things,1 Cor.13.7. Weſhall 
never have that to bear from God, which we dayly 


meet with, and have reaſon to expe from our bre- 
I 2 thren. 
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thren. We have ground roexpe& fromthem-unkind, 
froward, injuric 


urious aRings towards us, ' beſides their 
prejudicial aings to-their own Souls, (which will 


wound no more thenthe former, if we be ſpiritual; ) 


all which we muſt bear,and yet proceed on in every act 
of love towards them. We ſhall find none of theſe 
_ in God, but only pure,wiſe atingsfor our good: 
And can a man bear the weakneſſes of men, and yet 
grumble at the wiſdom of God ? 
|. 4+ It will teacha manto look the better to his own 
heart: The RE and helping tocute the evils of 
other mens hearts, will teach us to eſpy and En the 
evils-of our own.. This is the great benefit which ar- 
tends the practiſe of all the duties. of love to the bre- 
thren, namely, that what we do but endeayor to do:to 
them, we do. to our ſelyes infenſibly : While we arc 
teaching them, we are imprinting truths on our own 
hearts; while we are rao os. hon them,we are look- 
ing to our ſelyes,&c. So that though others ſhould reap 
no benefit by our caxc and pains, yet we our ſelves ſhall 
have no-cauſe to repent of 1t.. | 

5. It. will: make us very feelingly to admire the 
wonderful.ſtrengrh and vertue of the love of God, and 
that will. be a very profitable thing to us : for as our 
ſtability,the certainty of our ſtate,is in the. love of .God, 
by.its laying hold of us, and comprehending. us; ſo 
our {weetneſs, our reſt, our content, ontatiation is 
by beholding it, and repoſing our ſelves init, Now 
the praQtiſe of this duty of loye to the brethren cannot 
chuſe bur yery effecually work up the ſight and admi- 
ration of this in us, when we ſhall continually ſee ſo ma- 
ny failings and loathſom things in our ſelves and in o- 
thers ( as this will draw us to do,) and yet God, not- 


with- 
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withſtanding all theſe, o entirely,ſo fully, ſo conſtant- 
ly, ſo perfectly ſtill loving us al rhan:h 
© 6. Itwill make all duties, -of one towards another, 
eafie, | Love'is a quickening ingredient, which putteth-- 
life into the ſpirit, and maketh every thing 1; fr with 
which we have to do. What made Facobs hard ſervi- 
tude ſo caſte, bur his love to Rachel ? What made 
Chriſt fo light ' trip through thoſe intricate thorny 

aths through which he paſſed, but his entire love to 
his Saints ? The weightieſt ſervice of love is eaſter then 
the largeſt liberty in. the very kingdom of enmity. 
That whichis a great load to a weak-back; alas 'whart is 
it to him who abounds with ſtrength ? Strength of 
love:inthe-hearr will put ſtrength into the feer, . into the 
arms, into the hands; into the ſhoulders, 8c. ſo that 
every motion in every one of them will be eafie and 
delightful. It is the ſetting abour duties without love 
which makes them ſo heavy : How can thar be done 
without loye,which is only to be done with love ! This 
is the great difference between our motions now adays, 
and the motions of the primitive Chriſtians, theirs did 
ifſue from a Spring, we go about to force out ours with 
artificial engines: "They had love kindicd in them; and 
love drawn forth in x G8 by vertue of the ſame life 
which kindled it, We reaſon love into our hearts, and 
reaſon out the practiſes of it, and alas how weak is this ! 
But had we, of atruth, love enough (enough of that 
love) and the art of proportioning out love enough to 
every duty, we ſhould fail in none, nor complain of 
any. | 
Thus exccedinely profitable to our ſelves is love. 
exerciſed by us towards>the brethren. (Where, by tae 
way, we. may take A Fo ſtrength of Om | 
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' loveto. us; Ir; is love inhimto us, which maketh him 

ſo {tricly to _ Commandment upon'vs icy 
one another : He knew how uſeful ir would be forus, 
ind therefore in a more then ofdinary manner he en- 
zjoynethir unto us.) 

 Andthus we ſee the Reaſva why Chriſt beateth (6 
much on this ſubje; why his heart is ſo much in it, wh 
he makethir his Commandment 2 It is a thing whic 
his Father much defireth, and is much for his Fathers 
honour : Ir is exceedingly uſeful to his Saints z both 
them that practiſe it, and all ro whom they practiſe it: 
and can you blame Chriſt in laying ſo much weight 
upon t* | 

To propoſe now alittle Applicaticn of all this, 

Is the heart of Chriſt ſo much in this thing ? is this 
his eſpecial Commandmenr, his peculiar Command» 
aent, the Commandment of his choyce, which his 
Soul {ſo thirſteth after to have obſerved by us, That 
we ſhould loye one another as he hath loved us* 

en, | 

1, What ſhall we ſay to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when we come to ſtand before him and his Father, in 
the preſence of all his Saints and Angels, for our ſo 
grols neglect of this duty x 
|  Whenthis Law ſhall be read before us (Thu & my 
Commandment that ye love one another,&c.) and the.ot- 
ten preſhags of it by Chriſt himſelf and by his Apoſtles 
throughout all the New Teſtament; and when our 
hearts and actions ſhall be looked into,and (© little of it 
found in cither ? 

When the Saints inthe Apoſtles times ſhall riſe up, 
and theig hearts ſhall be opened, which were ſo full of 


love and entireneſs, that they could ſpend and be ſpem: 
one for another ? When 


| h [63] 
': Whenthe Saints under the-ren Perſecutions ſhall a- 
rife, whoſe loye i reported'to have been ſo firm and 
large, thar- the very Perſecutors themſelves did bear 
witneſs unto it, and were amazed at it * Us 

'When the hearts of worldlings ſhall be ripped up, 
and ſtronger love a pear there towards their fellow- 
worldlings,then in the Chriſtians of this generation to- 
wards their fellow-Chriſtians * 

When men dire&ly-wicked ſhall appear to have lo- 
ved the image of the Devil better in one another, then 
we the image of God and of Chriſt * 

Yea when our own hearts ſhall be ripped up, and the 
aftings of our natural affection being made yifible, it 
ſhall 94 296 concerning our ſelves that we gave ſcope 
to that, but the new nature,and the powers of love in it, 
have been rather choaked in us, then drawn forth to- 
wards one another 2 $36 FL/Re? 

What ſhall we ſay in our own behalfs* We can 
blame one another very ſorcly now in cafes of far in- 
ferior conſequence, but how ſhall we anſwer this our 
ſelves before the Judg « We ownthe life of Chriſt in 
ene another, bur alas where is our love tothar life ! 
We ſay Chriſt is our Lord, why his is his great Com- 
mandment, that wherein his very heart and ſoul and 
ſpirit is, where Sour obedience 2 who can anſwer this 
in his own fpiritnow 7 and ifnot now, how wilt he be 
able to acquit himſelf then, when the light ſhall be pee- 
fedly clear, and all the fig-leaves, wherewidi we nozy 
ſo cunningly cover the evil of our hearts, ways, motions 
and actions from our own eyes, = taken away , 
and made altogether unable from affording any ſhelter 
rt us 7 beets» ad | 
2, It may occafion an enquiry, why love ſhould be 
| {0 
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irs growth, ſo prone to decay'*., That little life and yer- 
tue which irhad among us once,where is it ©; I'ſhall nor 
proſecute this enquiry lo far as it lieth opento me, | bur 
mention only thele two cauſes from whence it may ve- 
1. From a decay of grace in us, from our decay inlove 
to Chriſt ; or at leaſt from the weakneſs of it, where it 
is not decayed. Were grace ſtrong,were love to Chriſt 
ſtrong , we could not chuſe but love thoſe that are 
Chriſts more. If we did not fail inloye towards him 
who doth beget, we ſhould better love thoſe. whoare 
begotten by him. _ 
2, From a careleſſneſs in ating the duty. We are not 
careful to draw out a ſpiritual affeRtion (and a natural 
affection will: not do it,) and pan ſpumps) grounds, 
and with a ſpiritual fervency,and in a ſpiritual manner : 
but we go to love Saints, as we do other men. We do 
not ſimply love grace, in them, There muſt be ſome- 
what beſides grace to draw forth and continue our af- 
feRions, or elſe they warp. Our love goeth forth in 
fleſh, and notto the pure life, but partly towards fleſh, 
which it many times miſſing of, there preſently grow- 
eth a Faintnels and decay of love. If love were more 
pure in us, and were drawn forth more purely from 
us towards its own purc objec, it would be. more 
laſting. (/ etc Tinn46 

3» It ſpeaks outa very ſtrong Exhortation, of ir ſelf 
inviting and vehemently perlwading Chriſtians to 
preſs hard after this duty, and never to give their ſpirits 
reſt rill this duty be as much in their hearts and lives, as 
it iS in the heart of Chriſt concerning them. 

For the proſecution of this Exhonation, I ſhall pro- 

| | pound 
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poiind ſomefey Motives toir, ſotne'DireQions Con- 
cerning ir, and'likewiſe ſome Helps towards it. | 

"To begin with the Motives. Though all that hath 
been ſaid be of a ſtirring attraRive nature, yet it ma 
' not be amiſs art laſt caſt to drive intwo or three nails 

an. CATBES 
Sxicſ then, Conſider this well, that this is the way 
which Chriſt himſelf hath appointed us to expreſs our 
loveto himrin. If ye love me, keep my Commandments z 
and what Commandments ? Thw i« my Commandment, 
that ye love one another. Peter, loveſt thou me ? feed m 
Lambs : If thou loveſt me, ſhew1ir, and if thou wilt 
ſhew it, ſhew: it in thy love and care of my Lambs, 
what thou doſt to them, thou doſt tome. Our good- 
neſs cannot reach God or Chriſt, but the Saints , 
Pſal. 16, 2. . | 

2. Remember that this will yeeld unto Chriſt mat- 
ter of joy in you. He rejoyceth in working this love in 
you, and he will rejoyce nlhre in the continuance, 
growth and exerciſe of this love. Theſe things have I 
ſpoken unto you that my joy might remain in you, ſaith he 
inthe very next words to this Text, verl. 11.'of the 
15 Chapt. Ir will cominuatly adminiſter Joy to the 
Spirit of Chriſt, to find love flouriſhing in you one to 


another, 
3. Remember alſo that it will be an occaſion of fill- 


ing your own ſpirits with joy, ſo it js alſo expreſſed in 
that verſ.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you that m 

joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. It 
is incredible what fulneſs of joy ſtreams along in the 
ſ(weernels of loye: beſides,it is the delight of Chriſt to 
\ fill his ſpirit with joy, whole ſpirit he hath already fill- 


ed with love, 
K Leſt, 
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[.66; 
Hieſt, Bur how may I i this duty ? I find my 


ſpirir much inflamed withir, O that I might be alinle 
guided to It, my 

Anf. If thou beeſt not better | bred apply thy 
(elf rd the obſervation of theſe few DireRions. 

' 1, Setthis duty clearly before thine eyes. Conſider 
well what kind of love it muſt be, upon what grounds 
it is to be faſtened and carried on, in what degree, what 
muſt be the aings of it,and in what manner itis to at. 


Chriſtians commonly do not underſtand what they do, 


when they buckle to this duty ; nor how purely and 
firmly this affe&tion unuſt move, notwithſtanding all 
manner of diſcouragements from them we love, which 
cannot bur cauſe them much to falter inthe perform- 
ance of it, | 

2. Be working up thy heart to Kdayly. Be workin 
it up to a ſpiritual love, be working ſpiritual grounds 
into thy heart,that thy ſpirit may be engaged and move 
ſpiritually, Thou muſt be a kind of husbandman to the 
ſeed of the life of God in thee, thou muſt receive it, 
thou muſt cheriſh it, and thou muſt provoke it unto 
motion. This thou muſt be doing, though thou canſt 
not do this nor any thing elſe that 15 ſpiritual, Won- 
derfully ſtrange and myſerious is the operation of 
God in the Goſpel: He works all inus of his own 
pleaſure, and yet fo as if we moved and wrought all 
our ſelves. The Lord hieth hidden in all the motions of 
our ſpirits, and by an unſeen ſtrength, vertuc and influ- 
ence doth all there, yea even that which we ſeem to 
do our felyes; and yet we muſt up and be doing c- 
very thmg, though we can do nothing. 

3. Intreat God to write this Law in thy bowels.God 


' Wrote it in Chriſts heart, and he muſt alſowrite it in 


thine, 
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thine,if ever it be found A, Therefore pray to God 
to write it there, and to write it there andanty z that 
as he hath bid thee love all Saints, (6 he would gies 
thee love large enough to go forth fully towards alf 
Saints. We muſt be taught of God to loye one another, 
if eyer we learn this Leſſon. 

4. Intreat God to draw forth this love, when ever 
thou art ro aRt it. If we ſee athing to be duty, we pre- 
ſently ſet about it, and blame our hearts it they fall 
ſhortinir. This we ſhould do indeed, but we ſhould 
alſo when this is done (or rather while this is in doing) 

ot God, in whom all our ſtrength lies, to perform it 
inus. And thys we might do ar firſt, if we were but 
ſenſible enough of our own weaknets without a praRti- 
cal experiment; but therefore God puts us continu- 
ally upon endeavoring our ſelves, becaufe we forget 
how weak and unable we are to do any thing,any long- 
er then we find it in ourutmoſt ſtrivings. Go therefore 
to God, who hath promiſed not only to write his Law 
in our hearts, butto cauſe us to walk in his ways, What 
ever way of God there-is, God will not only write the 
Law of it in the hearts of his people, but he will 
make them walk in it. He will put ſuch affeRions and 
ſtrength into them, thar they ſhall not be able to fox- 
bear walking therein. 

£»eſt. Bur are there no Helps which may further 
me herejn* Thoſe which are skilfully praRical know 
how to lead another into that path wherein they them- 
ſelves have walked. If you haye met with any knaw- 
ledg or experience in this kind, O do not hide it from 
us, bur help us a lirtle in this track which is ſo auk and 
difficult ro the ſpirit of man, rage 

Anſ. What I have found molt beneficial unto and 

K 2 power- 
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powe rful with my ſelf { _T ſhall very willi 
tart unto Loy oehoy this deſire is kindled, = 6,2 
face. from my own proof and experience I ſhall com- 
mend unto-youthele-four Helps 
1. Would you love the Saints as Chriſt hath loved 
both them and you ? Then,in the firſt place, Look upon 
them in Chriſt, and there thou ſhalt ever {ce them full 
objects for thy love. Thus God looketh upon us in our 
' wretched eſtate (even in Chriſt) or he could never con- 
tinue loving us. O how lovely are the Saints in Chriſt! 
They arc imputatively perfect in him art preſent, (God 
reckons ſo,and why ſhouldſt not thou reckon ſo 2) and 
they ſhall be abſolutely perfect ere long. They ſhall be 
| made perfedtly like Chriſt, and have all thole ſpots 
taken away which now thou eſpieſt in them, which are 
left upon Tow at preſent, not to make them unlovely 
in thine eyes, bur for a deſign which God hath for his 
own glory, the good of all Saints, and thine in particu- 
lar. If apure ſpirituakeye were always thus taſtened 
wen, a pure ſpiritual heart would always love 
em. 


2. ExpeQ all manner of weakneſſes and imperfeRi- 
ons inthem. Look for diſtempers upon them, and all 
manner of evil breaking forth and taking its lwinge in 
them, ſo far as God leaves them. Doſt thou not find it 
fo in thine own heart * 

This is another means whereby God ſtrengthens his 
heart in loving us. He expects no manner of good from 
us, but what he himſelt works in us: He expects all 
manner of evils and diſtempers which he himſelf doth 
not prevent. Andall the evil that iſſueth forthyhe attsi- 
buterh not to us,but to fin that dwelleth in us, Why go 
thou and do likewiſc,and thou wilt love as God loveth. 
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. Faul doth thus concerning himſelf, The good I 
would do I cannot, nor ayoyd the evil which I would 
not do, but what 1 hate thap.do I, oh wretched man,erc. 1 
can expe no good from = ſelf, I can hinder no evil - 
in my telf: but yet 'tis not 1, bur fin that dwells in me. 
It is the unlovely part, that which I am to hate, not 
that which I am to love, which doth this. 

There are two great faults in us, We do not labour 
enough to be holy our ſelyes, and we expe it too 
much inothers. If we did look for holineſs more in our 
own hearts,and expc it leſs in others, this duty would 
be far caſter then it 15, But when we expect much, what 
ever falleth ſhort of our expecation diipleaſeth us, and 
dampeth our affections. _ | 

3- Beever ſtirring uptheir graces in them, and mark 
the workings of their graces in the midſt of their diſ- 
rempers. T his will {till keep-thine eye upon their love- 
lineis at all times, and ſo will till draw forth love to- 
wards them. va | 
1. Beever ſtirring up their graces in them. Grace is 
the proper attractive of ſpiritua! love,the fight whereof 
cannot but kindle it, Thus Chriſt makes the flowers 
and ſpices.in his. garden to. yield their ſavour,. and then 
falis in love with their ſcent. We think it is the duty of 
others to give forth their light and diſcover their graces 
to us 3, but we are apt to-forget that.it is alſo our duty 
to be drawing forth their light, and ſtirring up their 
graces. T his was Pauls pradtiſe (that great Lover of the 
Saints,) Rom.1.11,G 12. For I long to ee you, that I ma 
71p4? f unio you ſome ſpiritual gift, tothe end you may þ. 
eſtabliſhed. That s, that I may be comforted together with 
90u, by the mutual faith both o ms and me. T nis was his 
deſign and courſe when eyer he came among _ 
ec 
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ſee what grace they had inthem, to ſcarch opt and fiic 
up grace, that he might draw forth bis own love in en- 
joying of them, 'indel inthem, and in addi 
ſomewhartothem ſuitable to their ſtate and condition. 
2. Obſerve the workings of their graces in the midft 
of their diſtempers. We are ulually exceedingly faulty 
inthis : We never conſider the diſtempers in Chriſti- 
ans. but look they ſhould always a& as if they were'in 2 
right temper, (though we expe they ſhould conſider 
our diſtempers.) And then in their diſtempers we mark 
the ſtirrings of their corruptions, bur though grace 
ſtrive ra; af much to the keeping of them down, we 
take little notice of that. Whereas God conſiders the 
leaſt diſtempers in us, and cheriſheth and is deljghred 
with the leaſt motions of grace jn us in our diſtempers. 
If it were otherwiſe, what would become of us £ 
4. Conſider thine own zveakneſſes and fins. Doth 
any cvil befall thy brother which thou canſt avoyd £ 
Doth thy brother negle& any good which thou canſt 
doe He hath fallen into this or that evil; who hath 
kept thy heart? How long wilt thou keep out of the 
ſame evil into which thy brother is fallen, if God leave 
thee totheſame temptation 2 Conſider therefore rhe 
breakings forth of thine own heart in fin, where God 
doth it ; and how far it would break forth if God 
did not hinder it. And take heed of murmuring againſt 
thy brother as one that falls into fins, breeds troubles, 
hinders mercics, interrupts the ſweetneſs of commu- 
—_— blepl "A 
There is a very notable place to rpoſe, 

5.9. Gr0ap 08 one 47411 another,B uevenkfy e Cone 
demned : behold the Fudg ftandeth before the door. Our 
(pirits will be very aptto groan one againſt —_— 7 
uc 
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ſuch an one hath hindred ok good, if it had not been 
for him things might have gone well. Take heed, the 
Judg ſtands at the door, who will come and rip open 
thy heartand wr dre and ſhew thec ſomewhat which 
thou little thoug . and ſo thou who groaneſt a- 
gainſt another wilt be condemned thy ſelf, Nay though 
Nov buff Saken 10thew in the Nome of the Lard, (as he 
carricth it, verſ. 10.Jand they may {cer to have deſpiled 
thy _— nay have really both deſpiſed thee and the 
Lord in whoſe Name thou haſt ſpoken, yct take heed 
of ſo much.as groaning againſt them, leſt the Judg alſo 
find marrer againft vhee. Ic is not fit for one guilty per- 
ſon to breathe out complaints againſt another. 

Therefore confider thine own heart well, and ob- 
ſerve the failings there, Are there not more there then 
in thy brothers, allthings-confideced © And conſider if 
thou wouldſt be willing to have Chriſt withdraw his 
hearr from thee, or whether thou would bayec him 
take occaſion hereby ro exerciſe towards thee ſuch acts 
of love asthy need now requires, as to pity thee,to ſtand 
ready to help thee, to rake that courſe which may beſt 
help thee;8cc.If ſo,go and doſo to thy brother. It thou 
wouldft have him keep thar Law of Love which God 
hath grven him concerning thee,do thou by his ſtrength 
improve his grace tothe keeping of that Law of Love 
which he hath given thee concerning thy tellow-Saints: 
and this is his Commundment, that we love one anuiher as 
he hath loved us. AB 6A 


| Now for acloſe zhat he tha readeth may underſtand. 
All thre & but an exerciſe by way of Diſcipline to the ſeed 
in its childhood, 4s mw + nh thines alſo are. oy 
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of which will be manifeſted in due time. But it is very dan- 


erous ſtriving to aſcend up to them aforehand, the fmeeteſt 
and ſafeft way is to wait the ſeaſon of their deſcent. The deep 


quiet waiting and groaning for, is the beſt ſtrain of Reli- 
gion,of the pureſt ſtamp of any I know extant. Lite is now 
wrapped up, coming very little forth ; yet moſt in theſe mo- 
tions to the ſence and judgment that Thave of it. 


Some Queſtions 
concerning the way of Salvation 
by Chriſt. 


Queſt. VF 7 Hat is the ſum of the Goh Pa 3, 
Anſ. It containeth the news or tydings 


of one anointed by God to be 4 Prince and Saviour to 


his-people, to redeem them from their fin, miſery and 
captivity, into the happy freedom of true life, 

Q, How doth this Saviour ſave? __ | 

A. By reconciling God and his people together by 
vertue of the anointing. 
 Q, How came God axyd h1s people to be at odds ? © 
. Ae By their difobedience to, a Law ſet-up between 
God and them (which was agreeable and affented-unto 
by their own nature) the effects whereof ſevered them 
from God, and Gods own righteouſneſs ſevered him 
from them, which diſobedience of theirs (to his moſt 
righteous Law in it ſelf, and moſt: natural to them) 
though it could not root them out of the inmoſt of each 


L others 


ſe of the want whereof, with an aſſured y weir and 
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this agreement himſelf, ſo as they ſhall never have cauſe 
more of variance on either hand. He takes off the old 
occaſion wholly, and will not ſuffer any new ſeeds of 
_ diviſionto be ſown, or any new occaſion of difference 

to-ariſe. ; 

Q. How'can he poſbibly dv this ©5110 
A. Hecamotm{sof it the way that he takes, which 

is,by taking the whole work'of each upon him. (he be- 
- ing ſufficiently furniſhed to doit, by the Law of Life in 
bimfelf} that neitherſhall expe& any thing from the 
other, but only from him, who as he is powerful, ſo he 
promiſcth to be faithful unto each. God knowing his 
rand/fidelity, is calily fatisfied ; ' and when he is a 
acquainted withthem (or rather they with him 
he maketh them ſenftble thereof likewiſe, and faile 
not of begerting confidence alſo in them. 
Q, What doth he nndertake in reference'to God ? 

A; Thefetwo things. L 2; 
rt. To'give him full ſatisfaction for the —— 
mirted, 
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mitred. Let Juſticecry with open month, irſhall be fill- 
ed, it ſhall hayveMough. COST 

2. Tofit them fully for him: To make them fir 
Spouſe, a fit Temple, a fit Habitation for his Life, Ma- 
jeſty and Holineſs, | 

Q. What ſatis rant Hoth he give to God ? 

A. Hepays him in the coyn wherein he was: rob- 
ed, and thar'very peffely ſtamped, for he giveth him 
both active and paſſive obedience in w_ thing the 
calls for from him. He doth his Will and\uffereth hi 
Will as much and as long as he pleafeth. This he did all 


'his life, and at laſt athis death gives him afull round : 


ſum'of borh,in facrificing himſelf to his pleaſure,which 

was both his ac ( for he gave himſelf, he gave up his 

life,) and his paſſion (for he ſuffered moſt deeply.in it.) 
. How doth he fit them-for God ? 

A. Three ways. 

I, Byclcanſing them from all their pollutions. 

2. By filling them both within and without with all 
= ickes, glory and beauty as is comely inthe eye of 
God. 

3- By turning their hearts towards God: for -all 
manner of fitneſs withour this will not make-amatch, 

. Now theſe though they be diſtin& works, yet rhey 
are done together. They are begun together, they are 
"Earried on together, they:are perteRed'together. 

Q. But by what means doth' was accompliſh ell-this'? 
A. By working repentance an 
-caufing reperitance and fairh to grow up inthem: for 

hereby he both changeth their natures, and tranſplant- 
eth them z {ſo thatthey 'are no'more what they were, 
nor where "they were; 'fo'thar God cannot[look:npon 
themeither hich as they were, oras in fuch a ſtare as 
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they were in, for Chriſt (who is real in his operations) 
hat we — Nc them in both reſpeRts. 

- Q,; What 1s Repentance f — 
, A; Iris rheturning of the heart from fin, upon the 
ſight of rhe cvil and miſery of ir,ſheyn by Chriſt tothe 
eyc of the new nature. (Repentance is only the diverfi- 
on from, the-converſion to, is faith, or ana of faith,) 
He giveth them a fight of the evil of ſin, of what a 
jd, «hs nature it is, how filthy and odious.it maketh 
them in themſelves and to every pure eye, as alſo of 
the miſery of it, which is both preſent ſlavery and fu- 
ture.condemnation and wrath : And hereby he turneth 
their hearts clean from it, that they defire nothing more 
then to be fairly rid of it. 
Q. What is Faith ? 32 
A. Itis a receiving of Chriſt into the underſtand- 
ing, into the heart, into the whole man; and a giving 
up of the underſtanding, heart and all unto Chriſt. Ir 
is ataking in and a giving it ſelf up unto the leaven of the 
Kingdom, It is the Souls glue,given it by Chriſt, where- 
by u clings and faſtens to Chriſt, and whereby it faſt- 
ens Chriſt to. it (elf. | 
_ (It is avery curiqus work, requiring very accurate 
Skill, which Chriſt operateth between. God and his 
poopie. He offereth force to neither, but dealeth with 
cach ſuitable to their natures, and by his skill and pow- 
cr therein, worketh and bringeth both about.) 
Q. How doth Cirf work repentance and faith in them? 
A. Hebeſtows them uponthem. He ſendeth his 
Word, the Goſpel of the Kingdom, by his Miniſters, 
whercin or in which Veſlel is this ſeed of ay. Life, 
of Liberty, which he diſtills or drops into their under- 
Randings, and into their hearts, whereby (by the | 
| ence 
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ſence of which, by the gromn of which, . by the influ- 
ence and operation of which) he gaineth upon them. 

Q, What doth he undertake in reference to them ? 

A, Two things. 2 
. I, To give them in the pardon of their fins from 
God, ſo that they ſhall find them waſhed off from 
their own Conſciences, they ſhall feel him at peace 
with them. This was not an imaginary a&t of the Soul 
(as it is very much now adays) bur a real a& of God, 
really tranſacted by God upon the Soul, and really ſeen 
by the eye of the Soul, and truly felt in the heart and 

irit. | 
Y 2, Communion with God, both in ſuch a degree as 
is needful for them at preſent, and in perfection of glo- 

atlaſt, They are ſons now, heirs at preſent, having 
fellowſhip with God as his ſons, as his heirs, but then, 
in the time of it,they ſhall enjoy their inheritance, which 
is reſerved for them till they be grown u 

Q. But may not God and they fall out '* PIs as they 
did before,and ſo their end prove w_ then their beginning? 

A. No, for Chriſt undertaketh to preſerve them, to 
keep them ſafe from all evils and dangers, in ſo much 
as they ſhall not fall upon them further rhen ſhall be 
for their good : to work inthem and for them all their 
works : to keep off wrath, that it ſhall ſeize no further 
upon them, - then he himſelf in wiſdom and love ſeeth 
good to let it out, Inaword: God ſhall never have 
more to ſay to them, but from him ; nor they never 
have more to do with God, but through him, who 
loveth them perfe&ly, - and who as he began, ſo he will 
continue meerly from the ſtrength of his own love to 
perfe& his own work inthem, which though his wiſ- 
dom may cauſe him to cat ry on very myſteriouſly, yer 
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his'l6ve will not{&thim Card bf iter eG wh 
Whit wſt be Howho''s inflared in this'Salo#ioniin 

and for himthis Reatemprion'is beeuy by Ft us Chrift'? 

A. He muſt be continually facrihicing hitnfelf by the 
Spirirof the Lord '(in'which he thar is in Chriſt lives 
and'moves and a&s) until he become an'whole burnt- 
offeting unto the'Lord: 'utitilall iis light, all his life, 
all his will be ſwallowed up and perfe&ly loſt inthe 
Light, in the Life, in the Will of the Lord. Not vnl 
until his corription be diffolyed and conſumed, burti 
his very nature and being ('in all thepowers, (motions 
and operations of it) be changed into the Nature atid 
Being of the Lord : untilthe'new creature hath'wholy 
ſpred it (elf all over him, and he be become wholy a 
new lump. This, he-who is not truly changed, cannot 
do; and hie whos truly changed cannorburt do. 


eA Poſtſcript about Religion, 


Here have always been two'kinds of Religions in 

'F the world, (befides the ſeveral ſtrains in each;and 
the ſeveral ways of 'jumbling cach together, which'the 
yain heatt of man hath invented to'entangle and vex it 
ſelf withall,) The one Heatheniſh'or Deviliſh, The'other 
Heavenly 'or Divine; The one wrought-out of 'the 
Earth by the affiſtance of Satan, The other tet.down 
into the Earth by the Spirit of the-Lord. 

The whole Earth 'ts ſtill taken tp about Reli#/oy. 'Tt 
is both'natural and artifitral, in Hh abour which he 
whole ſttength of Nature and-Att'is moſt employed. 

There 
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Fhero:hath;not been: any; pare -L2-tab ſp, barhax- 
ous, wherein there have not been ſdme ſtrains of deyg- 
tion. found; 'Thare is,every-where (where,the nature of 
man appcars, where: the: art of; man is. exerciſed, and 
where: there-is any breath, either.of:God or Satan, ſtir- 
ing) ſome kind'of ſeed; and; ſpme kind, of culture of 
Religtan. 
he-main end of Religion: (in reference to us) is Sa/- 
vation. Not only preſent relicf and protection inour 
| Preſent feeble eſtate, but Salvation, in a future eſtate, 
which the very nature: of man pointeth him unto, and 
teacheth himto.look after. We are at preſentinyolved 
in miſery, we feel it: Every creature teeleth it accord- 
ing to.its kind, and we according to our kind. There is 
ſome future.eſtate of things unto which we all are paſſ- 
ing: And this preſent eſtate, though it be wholy vain | 
in reference to us, as we now are, yet.it cannot be atall F 
vain.in reference to that z but that which is perfe& muſt 1 
of neceſſity order every thing perfectly to its end, ſo 
that nothing be loſt, not any one motion of any crea- | 
ture in any; kind. | 
Now this is moſt evident, That though all men al- 4 
moſt expe Salvation, yet the attainment of it will 
be very rare. The common paths of Heatheniſh Wor- 
ſhip will not lead to it, and inthe midſt of the Diſpen- 
fations of God there are few who, truly walk to it. 
How few of the Fews, under the Diſpenſation of the 
Law, did truly walk towards Salvation ! And how 
many Diſciples, under the Goſpel, ran ſo as they could 
not obtain ! Mazy ſhall ſay, Lord,Lord, open to ws, bur 
the Lord (hall anſwer them, Yerily 1 know you not. The 
ſhall ſpeak like perſons well acquainted with the Lor 


and very ſurc of entrance: but the Lord will ow 
them, 


hem, andtell them oubliquely;-Of atruthiI'know'you 
nor. | | 31 4143-43] LR oO, Jt 

Doth it nor then behove every one to look abour 
him 2 Itis very ill rrifling about Eternity. Thou wilr 
one day be aſhamed, O confident Soul, who haſt ſought 
for the treaſure in the wrong field z who haſt layd our 
thy mony for that which is not bread, and thy pains for 
that which will not ſatisfie. Wouldſt thou bur conſider 
how unable thou art to juſtifie thy Religion now, I 
ſpeak tothe moſt ſtri&,to the moſt exact perſons living, ' 
I ay, bring thy Religion tothar touchſtone which ma 

now be held forth, how wilt thou manifeſt it to thine 
own ſpirit ro be weighty ! Thou knoweſt,thou beleeveſt, 
thou loveſt,thou obeyeſt. Very good. But how wilt thou 
juſtifie any of theſe 2 I'dare boldly affirm, thar unleſs 
thou haſt ſeen the ſtamp of God (with the eye of atrue 
underſtanding, 1 Fob.5.20.) thou canſt not beable to 


fay that theſe are of his ſtamp; and unleſs they be of 
the ſtamp of God, and have the very Nature and Life 
of God in them, I am ſure they ſhall not ſave thee. Ah 
fooliſh man, Becauſe thou haſt lighted upon the Scrip- 
tures, and readeſt, and heareſt, and prayeſt, and con- 
formeſt rhy life (as well as thou canſt) to the direQions 
thereof, rs prayeſt for the help of the Spirit, acknow- 


edging thine own weakneſs and unprofitableneſs, 8c. 
*doſt thou think to be ſaved © Doſt thou not know that 
the root of all this is reje&ed by the. Lord, and can any 


_of the fruit be accepted © I can aſſure thee, the ſpirit of 


man will do this, and the ſpirit of man in thee may do 
this. (The Lord hath written this in the nature and pre- 
ſent ſtate of man, and when he pleaſeth he may draw it 


out.) And ſecing with God it is all one to will as to'do, 


the ſpirit of man, which is univerſally willing unto this, 


(hall 
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therwiſe then by bis anvinting, thee. in the N 
with the Naturc'of the Lord ;. Heſhall ſeve. N85 eafs 
anointing. Thou mayſt haye all the fy mulitudes of Truth 
and Salvation in.eyery, kind, and yet not one. ſpark of 
| Truth in any, kind, Thou may have light,great lighr 
which thou' mayſt confidemly beleeye tg be the belt 
the Lord, and yet it may Dot 1 proye {o.: Thou mayſt 
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There is 3 threefald lo crfons ſanding for life; 


'F, "3, 'Thereiatliepre extraif of thit Eanth, the natural 
man, , hims I mcan(not whom thou-artapt 10 call ſo,but 
he) who nowwithſtanding all: bo ns _ 
vetion, his kim eng Seripty 
bele the exe of oa Farr ape 
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eving, XC. in 
wilk-be found-{o. T his m an,though he be very 
F(eriouscentideration with himf16. 
10ns.onthe'Sepi wn 
= gannot but beleeve, cannot bys love, cannorbur 
IG inthe mitt of all imcumbrances 


Avg he hath no more Religion in him, hen ih the 
Tales ect beleeving, err paeinr 
Dnvincerh, 


Heres Of this1orr is the greateſbparr of R 

ons upon the face of the Earth, thou 
irit Shes age man is- more enlightened and heightened in 
-therrin orhers,therefore fome oprandiniagy 
roguſtificthemſelves and condenmorers ; calling rhe 
Religion of others formal and earthly, linleſuſpecting 
that their own is4o, not only-in.its moſt fublime our- 
goings, but even in its'very rgot.. 

2. Thort'is a-he; kind of birth; frommbes- 
vealy-gift;; froma-gift of 2 new life-asiowero, from a 
light ler from God'ims the Sou}, which ſhining abour 
it! and quuoning it,, wich: ſhewing it the world 'te 
come, and letting ET entach muſt needs make 
oreat chinges ink "had egcr an __ faith, love and 
obcdience then the former, I'M make nov mr 
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bur that cheirs 43 the Ki) A Salve theſe 
way ahedwiſs of it.95 is tet Heb, andwhu 
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_ Aras mult necds be pancdopy 
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3. There's aabirth from 6 new natore, fromthe life 
of :God-ſown and ſpringing vpinthe $oul, which ſeed 
containsin it and brings forth faich and loye,and cnery 
grain ings 7 Foh.9, 1:2, 13» | This wan wot 
changedcirheriby OurKard, Reaſon or inwarLimpreſi- 
ps: from|Nature ar Seriprures, or by a y 2 gi: of hight let 
into his\fpirits Þburbyr true Nature of God hed in- 
' to hiim;; andfwallowing him: up into it, and Þriy 
_ _ __ This is the only change, (for + 
other C &s will return io to their principles:) 
The fr. make-real chan no their wind. but this a+ 
77 ron isrhe paſs e& kind of change; this onl iserue,full, 
ing of the yery Nature and Life of God, 
= {+I muſt of neceſhty abide with it, and admit 
of no but what -jt is alſo capable of, ; 
Now what is wb Religion: what image,: what fu- 
WD. -b- ok it * How xare 4s it to figd Fhe ga- 
- tura}Religionof' rhe ſpirit of man fairly improyed and 
well-grown* s, the Religion now abroad cannot 
zuſtly ſatisfic the plain honeſt ſpixit of natural man ! 
but where ſhall we find the ſecondind f and if webe 
pe oh it for the ſecond, where ſhall we riegk for the 
The 
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The preſenteſtare of Religion is exceedin; 
weak, Religion hath loſt irs firſt light, its fo 


firſt ſtrength and vigor. 'True Religion eats '6ur the 
life and ſtrength of man, bringing forth a life of aho- 
ther natures . but where is there any Religion now 
which floweth out from the nature of man, which 
would cafily be acknowledged, were the nature of man 
rightly. meaſured and.underſtood *'\We have indeed a 
great deal of humane knowledg of the things of God, a 
grant many fleſhly fabricks, but who can-produce one 
piritual building * The beſt Fympromes that T find of 
(Religion, arcits ſidkae(s, its languiſhing, That which 
flounſheth and boaſterh jjr ſelf ſo much, ſavorerh too 
ſtrongly of thefleſhtopals for curragt. 

\ Bur alas, who x truly ſick We want a Phyſicias, 
but who is prepared for the Phyſician! .what work 
were there 3s yet for him, ſhould he come bur to 
wound, for who among the. wounded hath his wound 
upon him? 


ſparks that. | 
qe ſball lie down 3n ſorrow. Tam aflured in my Soul that 
the Religion abrggd will not ſave men; 'thar under 


Mpragiſes of holinels there's a root 
ch muſt to Hell, and they zv whom it 
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| hfe, 208w ſpirit, 


henweecom- 
monly. think for. 


"Bring. thus wounded, being thus afflicted for you, 
will ye think 
wile th 


much thar I ſpeak alittleco you, becauſe 
ewhat harſh in your cars, becaule-it ſtrikes 


IÞ 
as the foundation, norof your ourgard worſhip (which 


ye.cannot; bear neither) but: the very life and hope: of 
your-Souls.* Iamjealous over you, I would not have 
Leternas _— life, I _ ned have youtrifle 
your Soulsina.dream.. I' would have yowlaved, 
dude tdl:youok a deeper wound (which-yous 
ſickneſs requires then ye have yer been var ny "1g 
with; I'would have you tound for cvcr, therefore do I 
tall-you: of. your loſt eſtate, therefore do I ſtrive to 
heave: up: thav vail: of ſecming fatety- and: happinefs- 
which: cavers. your true miſery from your eycs, and 
makes you run dancing into your own utter ruine. 
Look upon the primitive Chriſtians ( ye prerend to 
beſtcecefiors to; them): where: is: the tr#th-of rhar life 
which theyionce:had ©: Iris true, they'had ſþ ovs-2s welt 
asyor;. butas your life is novtheir fe, ſo your'fpors 
axe:nobtheirfþbots. Ye confeſs ye want many-circum- 
ſtantials: (trending to the: outward gt fg at Rate) 
which thoychad, bur' do ye norwant the inwared{ub-. 
france ofthaviife: which tendscothe very Being of thar 
ſtate's ' (O:Sirs; condider is, Adi'the wirof man, Alldhe 


arof man; Alitheſerious4nduſtry of mans ſpirit, can 
never1ay.one ſtone in this building) I willwvnction 
atew:differences berween us and'thitf, andiconfider ye 


of wharforcethey be. If any (halliconrendtherrhere'is 
no: ſuckdifferencc, but his-Recligiva is the Gune in'tlicſe 
| | relpeRs, 
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valid as. my ſpirit hath in re oderment 
ea! RE nor doth 
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poſitively: «oRlud "Þ 
ivion, 'No, Irrucherbelecyerbth there 
P iewiore: thoirrhitteahiets 


lealtfoine of them) 
which, D have Metres 'between Religion 'm-its cFirlt 
birth and growth, and now imits ſtare-of te 

pobgark: irution by thans: endeavors, arerheſe,orin- 


defer in irs deſcent. "That came 'down-from 
0a, The fu ces'therein 'were appoitited /by God, 
The fire which kindled their ſacrifices ws ftet:down 
fro Heaven : The Religion now extanr: on 
of the Earth, of mans pumping Siren. vwhi 
xn is tor able to jlftifie to be'the fate with thefor- 
mer,though every ſorrwould fain have theirs 4dkenow- 
led edto be ſo. There is indeed fornekind of likeneſs, 
in fome refpe@ts, in every way of Do&tine-and Wor- 

\ which man tormerh- our of the'Scriprure :- butiris 
not the life, the ſubſtance, *thetyath, « the Religion which 
the Lord onceformed, and which the'Eord atone'can 
roy again, 

-It diffets'ty its narure or: Hy, 
from Heaven, ſoit was heaventy re ws '& feed 
God, a ſeed of life, which was eM and = ris up rc 
Now there is mich natural, 'much artificial Topotion, 
but it hath not this nature init: The repentance, the 
mortification;the ſelf-denyal,$c. of this age, bearerh'nor 
the image of rhe former. Ttis fuchakind of thing as 
ttiay deſerve fuch a nartte here in'this world, but-nor 
beitig ſer bythe orher. T1 dotior fay there is-nv fitch 


thing 


, Thatas it was 
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high and pure,asto 
[gn 4 led into faith , into love, into prayer , 
obedience by the Spirit, bur it knoweth not that it. s.ſo, 
or its own, motions when they are ſo. Weare fainto 
take it for granted that our prayers and motionggare 
fuch ; And when the natural or artificial fire burns in 
usany thing warmly(much more if our ſpirits he much 
; heated) we readily take it for granted, without through 
ſearching, without true diſcerning(which is too, difficult 
and coſtly) whether this be the heat, the warmth, the. 
life of the Spirit or no! 

4- Ir difters in its light. They had a light ſuitable to 
their.nature, ſuitable totheir eye, ſuitable to the divine 
Spirit in them : We have a ljght ſuitable to our nature, 
ſuitable td our eye, ſuitable to our humane ſpirit : We 
{ce things juſt asother menſce them ; We reaſon qur 
ſelves imo truths and practiſes, as any other. man 
might do. Ido not ſay that this. ſhquld nor be done 
{ for tha. humane ſpirit 1sto go along, and to have its 
owa light with it too,) but I cannot bur ſay, thatthis is. 


not enough, | 

Ws Ar itfers in the things converſed with, They were 

Jledinto and did walk in the fubſtqpce of things: They 

Felt the nature, the truth, the power of Salyation: The 

life in them taſted and enjoycd the life of God in 
Chriſt, 


RH 4 

Chriſt. They did got take it torgranted that God was 
a Facher, and that Chriſt wasa Saviour, and was ſex wp 
by God-to «diſpente etcrnal life 3) but they were m tus 


Ce Cie in hen? hy aocke thy 


mere nf Gad, and that the Son of God was come, who gave 
them.ax u;derflayding to know him that is trac ,| and that 
they were in him that is true, in hu Son Feſus Chrig. 
(And-this was no. high flown fancy concerniag God 
and eternal life, iwhich-contiſts on enchodioadeari 
the imaginarion,burthe reuth.) THs.G the true God, aud 
eternal tife;.1 F oh.5..19,20. 410. T 5; +7] 

What halle ſay then/ ro theſe: things” Is ir not 
tume for us /romake aſtand} 'andlook about us? Is 3 
notrime for us tomi(ls.rhe Lord, ard ſeek tobegin with 
him 2 Man is aqrurally confident, and yet commionty 


deveivodin the-ground-workof his contidencs;; From | 


orr firſt ſpringing'upin Popery auto alliour' rears, and 
divifions 'thence both 4a tine and\'Worthip, 'we 
have ſtill been confident, . that we have always been in 
—_ How vainis man! In cvery change hecon- 
himſelf wrong, and yer that Kill ro which he 
changeth muſt nceds be right, Ah wretched: man, 
There is alye 5# thy heart, which ſprings up in all thy 
thoughts and waysof deyotion; and umil thou beeſt 
new formed, thou wilt not be capable of entertaining 
the trath, but.only of deluding ray felt ! / W harſhould 
Tadviſe thee? whit canbe properfor thee; bur to ex- 
amine the trac ground, and joyn with the __ [fr acl 

* the Lord ? to bewail the loſs of be 


fight, . bis if his enidance, his prefence ?' The cauſe of 


joy is notrhc cauſe of grief only is,and is in abundance; 


«ad where it is maniteted wih demonſtration and 
- N power, 
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power, \there willnot.need-any exhorration tot; '' I 


muſt profeſs, I would rather chuſc tears, :akhough I 
were Fare they ſhod!d never:be wi ay fron hips 
eyes, after ſubſtance, | after that which my ſpirit wants, 
and canalone' take up with, then the /greateſt mirth.or 
leaſure which vanity (for ſuch.L account. all:the Re- 
liaion of man, with all that ſprings from-it): can. af- 
{ ( Rejoyce.in the Lord always. They might well rcjoyee 
always inthe Lord; 'who a. yed the Lord, who wh a 
kind of conſtant preſence of the Bridegroom in theiriſpi- 
rits. Their Lord lived in them, walked with them, and 
kept:them:company by his Spirit. But. is this ſpaken 
to us who are Orphans. (Though tlie ſpirit of man;/in 
his ſeveral ways of Religion, is notan Orphan; - there- 
fore he:may rejoyce alſo.) The ſame Spirit of the Lord 
which piped 'unto_the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſti» 
ans., adminiſtring unto them. occaſion; of -;dancing,, 
mourncth unto us, and out proper way of anſwering it 
is aDlamenunon 27 2: Oh 1G og 
Lament therefore after:the Lord, and! mary ever 
Fernuſalem. Mourn over the ruines-and defolations}of 
Fernſalem :' Pity the duſt of Sion. - Feruſalevs hath been 
layd waſte,S7on heth inthe duſt, nay $07 is'it ſelf butnt 
into duſt by the extream jealouſic and fury of the Erer- 


% 


_ nal, who hath ler our his flames more fiercely upon her, 


then upon 'any;abomination to be-found: among men, 
Feruſalem hath drank at: the hand of the Lord the cup of 
his fury, yea it hath drunken the dregs of the cup of trem- 
bling,and wrung them out,I{ai.52.17, Yet ſhe 1s ſtill Fe- 
ra falew he is ſtil Sion,and her very duſt is lovely. , The 
Lord knoweth her, and loveth her duſt: and: is im- 
poſlible for any to diſcover her native worthand beau- 


ty, 


et 


EIT C922] 
ty,..and notto Mipand molirh over:her preſent. condi- 
tion. | What, 18 this the Lords darling, -15 this the\only 
beauty,'will ſcoffingecarth'ſay.* 1/bmazhcannot but de- 
ſpiſe 1/44: though growing, though theiving,:tho! 
owned by the Lord z how contemptible then muſt 
needs be in his death and burial * The world (wanti 
the inward eye) wonders to hear God ſpeak ſuch great 
things of his people, of the abundantly rich glory and 
excellency of their life, they appear ſo mean to them 
at the beſt, They never have the lovelineſs of man in 
them z how loathſom then muſt they needs be, when 
all that which is their own beauty is broken down in 
them ! when the remainders of their earthly beauty, 
with the whole frame of their ſpiritual beauty, is daſh- 
ed in peeces like a potters veſſel, and burnt up together ! 
Yet how precious is the ſeed of God under all theſe ! 
how amiable is this very duſt of So ! The very bro- 
kenneſs, ſickneſs, miſery of this eſtate, is of more true 
value then all the ſoundneſs, then all the health of life 
and Salvation that is any where elſe to be found 
throughout the whole Earth. Yet this objec is very 
lamentable, and it would grieve; any ones heart to be- 
hold it, He who hath ſeen, known, taſted or had the 
leaſt glimpſe of Sox in her glory, O how would his 
heart throb at the view of her here ! yer here, if not 
here alone, is ſhe to be found. 
Is it nothingtothee, 0 thou Preſerver of man, that 
the foundations of thine own holy Habitation are thus 
ſhaken? Where is .thy Zeal ? where is the ſounding of 
thy-Bowels at the death and miſery of thine own ſeed ! 
O Lord, wilt thou alſo bring forth children to the Mur- 
therer * Awake, O Lord, Rouze up thy (elf; Lerthine 


own everlaſting Spirit ſtir in the motions of its own 
life 
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